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That they have involved : bemſelves, and their 
Country, in Poverty. 


hat the only Mean of relieving their Eſtates, of 
1ppreſing deſtructive Trades, and ſaving Scot- 
laid from impending Ruin, is by their joining 
together to promote Home MANUFACTURE, 
the landed Intereſt being chiefly concerned in 
this im portant Fes 
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The preſent ſinking Condition of Scot- 
land, charged on the landed Gen- 
tlemen and leading Inhabitants. 


Had Occaſion to peruſe a Pamphlet, lately 
publiſhed, concerning the preſent State of 
Scotland. And I frankly own, that, tho' 
I, tor once, acted the Part of one of theſe 
unhappy Men called Smugglers, againſt 

whom this Pamphlet is chiefly levelled; tho it 
repreſents ſuch to the Country as the blacke/t of 
Villains, and as Parricides, the moſt execrable of 
Murderers; and has raiſed a Hue and Cry after 
them, as much more miſchievous Animals than mad 
Dogs; yer I muſt own, that, after peruſing it 
once and again, I am fo ſenſible of the Juſtneſs 
of the Charge, and ſo charmed with the Force of 
the Reaſoning, that I ſtand ſelt-condemned. This 
maſterly Mriter has ſo plainly proved this Trade 
both a very wicked one, and to be to the Ruin 
and Deſtruction of the Country; he has given 
Smugglers ſuch an ugly, tho a true Repreſenta- 
tion of it, that I publickly declare, tho' I ſhould 
ſtarve, I am reſolved never to deal in Smuggling, 
| an 
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vented, by more neceſſary Employments, = any 
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a 7 
and I hope this has * Ag, ſame Effect upon o- 
thers, who have been deeper involved in this 
Guilt. I intend this Pamphler, therefore, firſt, 
as a Table, which I have endeavoured to erect in 
Gratitude to the Author, and as a Monument of 
the Succeſs of his eminent Services to his Coun- 
try. If ever Men, in any Age, deſerved the Ho- 
nours they received from their Country; it the 
Publick can be obliged by private Men; if to em- 
ploy a great Genius in detending the eſſential In- 


'tereſts of a Nation, its Trade and Manufactures, 


and being zealous not about Trifles, but to pre- 
erve the whole Nation from Deſtruction ; it to 
ſpend our Lives unweariedly in the Service and 
Defence of our Country: It theſe 'Things be e- 
ſteemed meritorious, the Name of this Mecænas 
muſt be dear to all true Scotſmen, yea even to all 
Smugglers who are capable of Conviction. When 
I conſider this great Man, I am filled at the fame 
Time with Love and Eſteem, and with Sorrow 
and Regret. 1 love and ' honour him, becauſe 
he does in Truth, what moſt Men pretend to do, he 
loves his Country; he ſeems to be attending impar- 
tially to its real Intereſts, and endeavouring to 
promote them, with all the Zeal of a true Pa- 
tot. 

But J am at the ſame Time filled with Regret, 
when I conſider that this Nation is undone for 
Want of many ſuch Men; for, had we had ma- 
ny ſuch, this Country would not now have been 
reduced to Ruin, nor Smugglers to the curſed 
Neceſſity of ſupporting their Families by haſtning 
its Deſtruction. 

I am ſorry likewiſe ſo great a Genius was pre- 


ing 


| $4 
Thing elſe, from * to ſome Things, known 
chiefly to us Traders, which equally firike at the 
Deſtruction of the Country with ſmuggling of 
Brandy and Tea, and which ſtand as an invinci- 
ble Bar to the great and good Deſign of this Let- 
ter. 

I hope, nay I am ſure, his Benevolence will 
forgive one who preſumes to lay before his Eyes 
a Repreſentation, which, mean as it is, yet tends 
to point out other Trades hurtful to the Intereſts 
of Scotland, and to prove that Smugglers are not 
the only Criminals, but that others are equally 
guilty. This honeſt, tho weak Attempt, ma 
awaken the Attention of other great Men: An 
as my Errors are only thoſe of Weakneſs, they 
are in this Place at leaſt to be excuſed, as I declare 
from my Heart, I ſhall be one and impartial. 

This heavy Charge of the blackeſt Villany, 
and of the moſt execrable Murder, even that of 
the — upon Smugglers, has awakened my 
Attention : It has not only, I hope, produced a 
firm Reſolution never to be guilty; but it has 


led my Attention to confider, if theſe horrid 


Crimes are only chargeable uponSmugglers. Charge= 
able upon them they are, I acknowledge, with a 
Witneſs: Bur then, I am groſly miſtaken, if the 
Source of this guilty Trade, if the Deſtruction 
of this ruined Country, if all the fatal Conſe- 
quences of other deſtructive Trades, be not tru- 
ly chargeable upon the landed Gentlemen, and the 
other leading Inbabitants. 

I mean not by this to apologize for Smugglers, 
only I was convinced, that, i in the ſmalleſt De- 


gree, I had exerted myſelf to the Ruin of my 
Country, ic was my 2 to exert myſelf _ 
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for its Intereſts. This Conviction led me neceſſa- 
rily to conſider wherein the real and cſſential Inte- 
reſts of my Country lay; how theſe Intereſts were 
oppoſed; and by whom they were ſo. And, u- 
pon the moſt ſevere and impartial Inquiry, I found, 
that this Country was ruined, its Intereſts ſold, 
its Manufactures diſcouraged, by the Ignorance, 
obſtinate Inattention, and deep Corruption of the lead- 
ing Inhabirants. 

I thought, if the brawny Conſciences of Smug- 
glers can be touched by a fair and honeſt Repre- 
ſentation of their Guilt; if the leading Inhabi- 
rants are equally guilty; it the Gentlemen of the 
landed Intereſts are truly united in the Deſtru- 
ction of thiir own Eſtates, and of the Country; 
why ſurely an boneſt and impartial Charge back u- 
pon them, muſt open ſome ot their Eyes, and 
perhaps touch ſome of their Hearts; eſpecially as 
both Intereſt and Conſcience concur together in their 
Caſe to convince them. It their Guilt lies at the 
Source of our Miſeries, why ought it to be con- 
cealed? or why ought they to be allowed to go 
on to their own Deſtruction ? 

Tho I was thus convinced, that an impartial 
and fair Repreſentation of this Matter was neceſ- 
fary tor their own Intereſt, and the ſaving of the 
Country, yet I found myſelf intimidated to attack 
them. I was reſolved, if I took Pen and Ink at 
all, I would tell the whole Truth, and conceal no 
Part of it, ſo far as it would tend to convince the 
Guilty, and make Converts for the Good of the 
Nation: Vet a ſlaviſſi Fear ſeiz'd me, when I conſi- 

red the Condition, the Numbers, and the high 
Station of the Criminals. But, after ſeveral He- 
ſitations, Conſcience, and the Intereſt of my Coun- 


ny 


try, gained the 8 and I found my Mind 
ſettled in a peaceable Calm, by reſolving to ſcril- 
ble, at all Hazards, ſeverely and impartially, a- 
gainſt every Scotſman, great or ſmall, that deſtroy- 
ed his Country. I faw plainly, that, unleſs the 
leading Inhabitants, whom I viewed as the chief 
Criminals, were reformed; tho' Smugglers were 
diſcouraged, nay, tho' they were all converted; 
this would be only a partial Cure. I conſidered 
the Diſeaſe was almoſt deſperate, and the Conta- 
gion ſo general, that, unleſs the Wounds given 
the Country were fully laid open, and every 
Murderer's Hands, as well as thoſe of the Smug- 
gler, was bound up from fricking them deeper, 
Death and unavoidable Deffrufion would ſeize Scots 
land unawares. 

And tho” I have no Talent in Writing, being 
only accuſtomed to write Letters tomy Correſpon- 
dents, I hope for Forgiveneſs in attempting this 
Scrutiny, when it is ſo neceſſary, and that I pro- 
miſe to do it honeſtly and impartially: And there» 
tore, before I enter upon the Conduct of the land- 
ed Gentlemen and the leading Inhabitants, I can- 
not, without Partiality, paſs over my Brethren the 
Wine-merchants. 'Tho' I honour and eſteem man 
engaged in this Trade, and therefore would, if 

tſible, avoid diſobliging them; yer, to give the 

anded Gentlemen a Specimen of my Impartiality, 
I begin with my Brethren. And, 1n the firſt Place, 
I cannot help, with great Submithon, to take No- 
rice, that Wine-merchants are equally criminaſwyith 
Brandy-dealers; and that their Trade is equally 
wicked, and as deſtructive to the Country. And 
I believe, if we will conſider their Caſe, we muſt 
judge, that they are ſo; and that it is as much the 
g In- 
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Intereſt of 3 the Duty of the Legiſla- 
ture, that French Wines ſhould be diſcouraged as 
Brandy and Tea. 

The Government, wiſely foreſeeing how preju- 
dicial this Trade would be to the Nation, augment- 
ed the Dury on French Claret to ſuch a Degree, 
that it is almoſt equal to a Prohibition. But, in 
order to avoid this high Duty, thoſe concerned re- 
port their Ships from Spain or Portugal. They are 
obliged indeed to make Oath upon the Verity of e- 
very ſuch Report; which they do without Shame 
or Heſitation: And thoſe very Wines which they 
ſwear are imported from Spain, they themſelves ſell, 
and the Gentlemen of the Country buy, as French; 
nay, at the very Inſtant of adminiftring the Oath, 
both theſe concerned in the Cuſtom-houle and the 
Ship know, that the Reporters are perjuring them- 
ſelves. So that here is Perjury openly tolerated, 
cheriſhed and connived at, and publickly every 
Day repeared with Impunity and Impudence. Nor 
can any carry on this Trade but by Perjury, unleſs 
he pay the French Duty. Now, Brandy and Tea 
Dealers have Ways and Means of running their 
Goods in many Caſes, without taking any Oath at 
all, or involving thoſe concerned in Perjury, for 
they can buy Tea and Brandy out of a Dutch Dog- 
ger, and run it immediately on Shore; and where 
Oaths are taken, it is only as to the not breaking of 
Bulk: Which, in many Caſes that happen, even 
tho' the Swearer may be convinced in his own Con- 
ſciegge that he is grilty; yer, as to the World, it 
is on a Secret, and gives no Offence. Whereas 
in the Wine- trade it is quite otherwiſe : Every 
Hogſhead of French Wine that is entred as Spaniſh, 
muſt be ſworn to, and that openly and _ 5 

Waule 


while the whole uber 9 the Port, where ſuch 
Entry is made, do know that he who makes the 
Entry, and ſwears to the Report, is guilty of plain 
Perjury. 

So that the Wine-trade is _—_ if not more, 
involved in Perjury than that for Brandy and Tea. 
And, if we either conſider the Perſons concerned in 
this Trade, who are more exalted in their Station 
and Circumſtances, and conſequently their Example 
is more infectious and offenſive, or the publick and 
open Manner in which this Perjury is committed, 
we muſt be convinced, that, in this Reſpect, it is 
truly worſe than ſmuggling of Brandy and Tea. 

I cannot deny, but this Conduct of our Dealers 
has brought the greateft Infamy aud Reproach upon 
our Country in neighbouring Nations. In Scotland, 
where we pretend the pureſt Church and the beſt 
Government in the World is ſettled, the Honour 
and Reputation of both is not a little defamed eve- 
ry where abroad, for conniving at and countenancing 
a Trade which cannot be carried on without invol- 
ving the Nation in Guilt, even ſhocłking to the Light 
of Nature. And this is no leſs a Loſs to our fo- 
reign Trade in general; for hereby the Character 
and Eſteem of our Traders, ſo neceſſary to carry 
on national Trade, is likewiſe ſunk in Contempt 
and Infamy. 

And as to the real Intereſts of the Country, I 
apprehend they are hurt by French Claret, as well 
as by French Brandy: For this Trade not only 
ſpreads Perjury and Wickedneſs amongſt Numbers 
of our Inhabitants; but it is the Source of Debauche= 
7y in all Parts of the Kingdom; and is deſtructive 
ro the Eſtates of Country Gentlemen, as French 
Brandy is to thoſe of Tenants and others. There 
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is hardly a E who *. an Eſtate of Two 
hundred a-Year, but, in order to be Neighbour- 
like, will drink Claret: And tho, without this, 
ſuch can afford to keep a tolerable Table, and to 
entertain thetr Friends and Neighbours, without 
hurting their Eſtates and Families; yet, by aping 
thoſe who have more opulent Fortunes, in drinking 
French Wine, they ſeldom fail of drowning their 
Eſtates in Drink: And ſo their Families become a 
Sacrifice to their Pride and Palate. 

There can be no certain Computation made, 
from the Cuſtomhouſe-books or indeed any other 
Way, unleſs from the FaGor's Books in France, how 
much Wine is annually imported into Scotland. But 
it we conſider the Number of Wine-merchants, 
and other Hands engaged in this Trade ſpread over 
the Kingdom; the Number, I ſay, of publick Ta- 
verns and drinking Houſes, and the Number of 
Conſumers and Drinkers both in Town and Coun- 
try, it is obvious and plain, that the Caſh which 
every Year goes out of this Nation for French 
Wine, muſt amount to an incredible Sum. | 

So now it becomes highly neceſlary tor us, at- 
tentively and impartially to conſider, how deſtru- 
Qtive Freach Wine, as well as French Brandy, is to 
the Country: And, it we do ſo, we will ſoon be 
convinced, that it is univerſally deſtructive to the 
Morals and to the Riches of the Country. It drains 
us of Money; ruines Families; and debauches the 
leading ref | valuable Inhabitants. And if at the 
ſame Time it be conſidered, that it prevents our 
Trade with Portugal, by the opening of which our 
coarſe woollen and ether beneficial Manufafturcs can 
only be encouraged, upon which I humbly conceive 
a great Part of our Relief depends, the Loſs 
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OW i 
the French Wine-trade to the Country will appear 
to be very great. A 

And indeed, all Trades which import Commo- 
dities of mere Luxury and Pleaſure into an impove- 
riſhed Country, and which tend to heighten the Ex- 
pence of Living, and to debauch the Manners of the 
People, which carry out pure Caſh, and hinder the 
Conſumption of our own Manufactures, the only 
real Source of Riches to a Country, all ſuch Trades 
are eminently deſtructive to the Nation; and all 
the Hands employed in them are acting as directly 
to the Ruin of their Country, as if they had on 
Purpoſe ee, a De/izn to employ their Stocks, 
their Talents and their Intereſt, to deſtroy it. So 
tar I join in condemning ſuch: 

Yer, however, I muſt, in Fuftice to my Brethren 
concerned in the Wine, Tea and Brandy Trades, 
vindicate them from that heavy Accuſation of being 
the only Criminals. Where they are guilty GOD 
torbid I ſhould juſtity them: But where others are 
equally ſo, and are the Cauſes of their Guilt, when 
we enquire into the Source of the Deſtruction of 
our Country, why ought not they to be accuſed © 

Now, the Source and Riſe ot theſe deſtructive 
Trades, and all the fatal Conſequences which at- 
tend them, I affirm are truly chargeable upon the 
leading Inhabitants of the Country. And, that 
their Guilt may be brought to Light in the ſame 
impartial Manner as that of ours; to the End they 
may be rouzed to ſhow us an Example in beginning 
a Reformation, which will land, in the Event, 
chiefly to their own Advantage; I beg Leave to be a 
little free. And indeed, I am aware, when I en- 
ter upon this critical Attempt, that I muſt either 
conceal ſome Things which are abſolutely neceſſary 

ro 
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to be touched on, as they ly at the Bottom, and | 


are the Sources of the Poverty and Miſery of this 
Country; and thereby act a Part ſo vile and par- 
tial, as every honeſt Scotfinan muſt abhor; or o- 
therwiſe run the Hazard of giving Offence to ſome 
tor whom I have the greateſt Honour and Regard, 
if they ſhould conſirue any Thing TI ſay into pub- 
lick or private Satyr and Reflexion. 

But, as I have 10 Intention but to promote the 
Intereſt of Scotland, and the Welfare of every In- 
dividual in it, and to awaken others, as well as my 
Brethren in Iniquity, to unite in doing their Duty 
to prevent the Ruin of their Country, I hope none 
will take amiſs, that I tell the naked Truth, when 
Things are come to Extremity. 

And, in order to ſearch Things to their true 
Source, I can't help repeating, that the Ienorance, 
ſtupid Indifference, and fatal Conduct of the leading 
Inhabitants of this Nation, with regard to their 
own real and eſſential Intereſts as well as thoſe of 
their Country, is the Cauſe of all our Miſeries, of 
our Poverty, and of all thoſe deſtructive Trades 
which infeit the Nation. And this Charge I ſhall 
endeayour to make good againſt them, trom the 
following Obſervations on their Conduct with re- 
ſpeCt to Trade. | 

As the Balance of Power and Intereft in moſt Na- 
tions lies in the Proprietors of Land, and the other 
leading Inhabitants ; ſo the Balance of Trade muſt 
ly in them likewiſe. Theſe Geatlemens Purſes and 
Rents are the Revenue of the Nation; and they 
have the abſolute Power of applying them as they 
pleaſe. 'They can buy foreign Drink, Clothes, &c. 
apd thus remit their Rents to ſupport and enrich 


the Natives of other Countries Or they can pro- 
vide 
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vide themſelves with theſe at home, and thereby en- 


rich themſelves and their Country; and according to 


their favourite Humors and Inclinations muſt all 
the Traders and ManufaCturers adapt their Trade 
and Manufactures; and Merchants are obliged to 
import from abroad, or manufacture at home, as 
will beſt ſuit and pleaſe their Fancies. And this 
Power they have naturally veſted in themſelves; 
and they can aſſume and exert it when they pleaſe, 
independent of King or Parliament And it muſt 
remain with them ſo long as they are Maſters of 
their Eſtates. They cannot therefore be com- 
pelled by any to give away their Rents, and re- 
mit the Money of the Nation to encourage the 
Manufactures, and enrich the Subjects of Foreign« 
ers, to the Ruin and Deſtruction of their own; nor 
can they be obliged, by all the 'Traders in Scotland, 
to apply the Rents of their Eſtates any Way but 
as they themſelves pleaſe and incline. Money and 
Conſumpt are the Rivers which nouriſh and feed all 
Trades and Traders. Theſe muſt circulate in any 
Country according as the Rents of Lands are ap- 
plied by the Proprietors. Landed Gentlemen, 
therefore, can turn Trade which Way they will; 
and according as they do, ſo all Traders and 
Tradeſmen muſt ſteer their Courſe. The Value 
and Improvement of Lands again, depend entire- 
ly upon Trade and Manufacture; and as theſe de- 
pend abſolutely upon the Gentlemen, where they 
are ruinous, they are only to blame; tor they a- 
lone turn them to their own Deſtruction and that 
of the Country. 

Theſe two Propoſitions are obvious; and yet, 
in all the Enquiries made by Gentlemen into the 
Intereſts of the Nation, they are little conſidered. 

B 2 Gentle 
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Gentlemen never duly reflect, that, all home Con- 
ſamprion, and conſequently 'Trade, runs in the 


II Ria = al IS = 


1 ſame Channel with their Inclinations and Humours. 
5 It they are ſo ignorant of their on Intereſt, and 
8 ſuch Haters of their Country, that no Goods Wwhat- 
$ ever will pleaſe or be bought by them but what 
3 come from abroad, and are to the Deſtruction of FF 
K themſelves and their Country, Merchants and |; 
ft Traders muſt ſwim along the Stream; and, in- 
4 ſtead of following Manufacture or Trade, which 
$ tends to enrich the Nation, they muſt gratity thoſe 


. Gentlemens Inclinations to their own Deſtruction: 
Y And, unleis Traders had almighty Power to open 
their Eyes, and to mend their Hearts, and refuted 
to apply this Power to cure the Gentlemen of this 
national Madneſs and Folly, how can they be 
blamed for the Situation of Trade? 
| Beſides, it is not ſo much the Province of Tradl- 
Ms ers to dictate to, and to direct their Betters, nor |, 
3h is their private Gain and Intereſt concerned much, 
whether Goods of foreign or home Manufaftures | 
pleaſe the leading Inhabitants, who are the chief 
Marker of the Country, it they get Profit, which | 
is their Aim and Buſineſs. This is a Matter per- 
fefly equal to them; and it would be ridiculous, 
to expect, that Merchants and Dealers ſhould al- 
ter the Courſe of Trade, when they find greater 
Advantage by felling foreign than home Manufa- Þg 
titres. And tho' there may be ſome, who, trom 
a Principal of Regard to the Intereſt of their ſink- 
ing Country, would willingly embrace any Op- 
portunity of retrieving them, by ſetting up Manu 
jactures at home; yer they are debar d from at- 
tempting any ſuch Thing: For to what Purpoſ?, 
unleſs to ruin themſelves, is it to manufacture 
LE, | Goods 
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Goods in Scotland, whoa no Body will buy them, 
and where the leading Inhabitants are ſo univerſal» 
ly corrupted, that, unleſs a Thing be foreign, that 
is, unleſs it be to their own Deſtruction, they will 
not wear it? 

A People not expert in, nor inured to Manufa- 
Eture, cannot, at firſt, make Goods, ſo perfect or ſo 
cheap, as thoſe who are ſo. And, in this Caſe, as 
there can be no Market for their Guods abroad, if 
their own Natives, who are obliged by all the 
Ties of Intereſt and Duty, do not buy them, there 
can be no Sale for their Goods at home: And fo 
Manufactures in ſuch a Country of degenerate Nor- 
tals ſerve only to ruin the honeft Undertakers. 

This Conduct of the landed Gentlemen is the true 
Source of our deſtructive Trades, and the Povert 
and Miſery of Scotland. And, till GOD Almigh- 
ty open the Eyes of our leading Inhabitants to ſee 
that their Corruption and obſtinate Inattention, 
here in this Point, is the Spring and Riſe of our Miſ- 
fortunes, till they are made roundly ſenſible of this, 
and awakned by Poverty and Want out of their 
fatal Lethargy, (which one would imagine they 
ought now to be with a Witneſs) we can never hope 
to ſee any general and effectual Change in our diſ- 
mal Situation as to Trade. 

I muſt be, therefore, torgiven to bring this Mat- 
ter a little nearer their Eye; and to convince them, 
that they have not only involved the Nation, but 
themſelves, in Poverty and Ruin. And indeed I 
ſhould not be fo filly as to expectz that, tho I 
could prove that many of the leading Inhabirants 
of the Country have a guilty Hand in its Deſtru- 
ction, that any Thing I could ſay would much 
affect them, were it not that I am in Hopes of con- 
vincing 
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14 
vincing them, that they are guilty for no Gain; and, 
in this reſpect, worſe than Smugglers. Nay fur- 
ther, I think I can prove, that all the Reward 
they reap for their Parricide is Deſtruction to them- 
ſelves and Families. 

And, firſt, it will be acknowledged that the 
only improveable Riches of any Nation are its Inha- 
bitants. The greateſt Extent of Grounds being 
of no earthly Signification without human Crea- 
tures; it is from the Labour of theſe alone, that 
either Lands can be improven, or a Country enriched. 
It is therefore an undoubted Maxim, and which 
holds invariably certain in every Nation under Hea- 


ven, That in Proportion to the Number of Inhabi= 


tants, who are profitably imployed, are its real Rich- 
es: Every individual human Creature thus employ- 
ed adds ſo much as he annually gains to the com- 
mon Stock, and the Amount of rhe Labour of the 
whole Inhabitants put together, makes the annual 
Riches of a Nation. 

That Nation, whoſe Governors or leading Inhabi= 
zants are ſo blind to their own Intereſt, and thoſe 
of their Country, who either upon the one Hand, 
by their Conſumption and Connivance encourage 
the Labour of the People in Trades deſtructive to 
the Country, or, on the other Hand, who allow 
the People to remain idle, and are not at due Pains 
to lead them into profitable Employment, that 
Nation muſt neceſſarily be miſerable, poor and 
contemptible; for hereby ſo many Creatures are 

protected and cheriſhed in deſtroying their Coun- 
try, and pulling it to Pieces, and many others 
remain idle and unactive; and, by this means 
the Nation not only loſes all the immenſe Sums 


which they could gain, which would add incre- 
dibly 
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( ) 
dibly to its real Riches, but every one of theſe I- 
dlers becomes a certain Charge for their Subſiſtance 


upon the reſt of the Inhabitants. 

The providing and encouraging of proper and 
profitable Employment and Manufacture for the 
Inhabitants of any Nation, and the ſupprefiag of vis 
cious Habits and pernicious Trades, is the great End, 
as well as great Art of Government; and accor- 
ding as the Governors of different Countries un- 
derſtand this Art, and apply it, ſo are the Gircum- 
ſtances, Trade and Wealth of theſe Countries. The 
Inhabitants of the Earth are a Mine which, accord- 
ing as it is wrought, yields Riches to all the diffe- 
rent Countries in the World; Poverty and Want, 
> — and Riches, are only the Effects of the 
— Methods how Monarchs and States work 

ere. ll 

And, where thoſe in a Government are not at due 
Pains to _— the Wiſdom, Power and Autho- 
rity of the Legiſlature, for the encouraging the La- 
bour of the People, and leading them into uſeful 
Trade and Manufacture, that Government lays 
no Foundation for its own Support, unhinges itſelf, 
and muſt ſoon totter into Deſtruction with the Peo- 
ple: It is not vaſt Bounds of Land without Inha- 
birants, nor a poor, idle and hunger=beaten People that 
can ſupport the Grandeur of a King, the Expence 
of Government, and afford Money for the Pay- 
ment of Armies, and Defence of a Nation. Strength 
and Riches only can do this, and theſe muſt ariſe 
from the Number and Wealth of the Inhabitants, 
and from nothing elſe. The Glory of every State 
being no more than what it can levy of Men and 
Money with Eaſe and without Inconveniency to the 
Subject. 

It 
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If a Government therefore is negligent here, where 
its chief Care ought to be applied, and by which it 
can only lay the Foundation of its own Support; 
ſuch Governors truly build a Caſtle in the Air, and 
if, at the ſame Time, they ſqueeze the poor and mi- 
ſerable Subjects by exorbitant Taxes, they literally 
act the Part of Pharaoh, in obliging them to make 
Brick without Straw, and the unhappy Subjects are 
in no better Condition than Galley Slaves. 

In this deplorable Caſe the only Relief which can 
be expected to a ſinking Nation, is from the leaa- 
ing Inhabitants; if they have any Senſe of their own 
Intereſt, any Underſtanding where it truly lies, or 
any Regard tor their miſerable Country, they ought 
to unite together as one Man, in ſaving it trom im- 
mediate Deſtruction, and; if they do ſo, they may, 
in a great Meaſure, prevent its Ruin. 

But where the greateſt Part of ſuch ſhew no Zeal 
for their Country's Intereſt, but for that of their 
particular Parties, and, under the Mask of Concern 
for a linking Nation, their Hearts beat only after a 
Pot or a Penſion to themſelves, or the overturning 
of a Party; when the greateſt Number of ſuch, 
who ought to be GHardians to their Country, can 
view its eſſential Intereſts deſtroyed, without exert- 
ing themſelves to do their Duty: Nothing but 4 
Miracle of Providence, equal to the Preſervation 
of Noah in the Deluge, can ſave ſuch a Country 
from Ruin. | 

The preſent Age affords us Examples of ſome 
Nations being ſo deeply corrupted that no leſs than 
Slavery, Miſeryand Want, the certain Conſequences 
of general Corruprion, is ſufficient ro open their 
Eyes, and tho' they groan under Poverty and Want, 
and the Effefs of their Folly, yet every one 9 

| | on 


\- 2 

only under his own Diſtreſs, which makes many court 
the moſt ſiniſtrous Methods, while the honeſt, 
proper and only Means of Relief for themſelves and 
the Country are totally neglected. 

The Janded Intereſt is more immediately affected 
by this general Diſaſter ; landed Gentlemen are, in 
a Manner, the only Sufferers by it, and therefore 


not only the Intereſt of their Country, but their own 


Caſe calls for their ſpeedy and effectual Aſſiſtance. ' 


There are two Things — certain upon this 
Head, and which, if duly attended to by the Gen- 


tlemen of this Country, would be very happy for 


themſelves and for the whole Nation; 1/, That 
the whole fatal Conſequences of either hurtful 
Trades, or Idleneſs and Beggary, terminate iu their 
Defirufion; in the Reſult of Things their Lands 
are hereby impoveriſhed, their Tenantry ruined and 
Families extirpated They are in a Manner the on- 
ly Sufferers, I ſay, and therefore they are chiefly 
concerned to prevent thoſe Evils. Vet, 24h), It 
is to their Conduct and Management chiefly that 
all theſe Evils are owing. There are Gentlemen 
of the landed Intereſt in Scotland, who feel the 
Miſeries of their Country, and breathe after any Op- 
portunity of relieving them: There are too many 
others again, who are fo intent upon their own 
private Intereſt, that they can eaſily conſeur to the 
Ruin of their Country, tho' not to that of their 
Party; and as they fooliſhly imagine their private 
Eſtates and Rents are very little concerned, the Groans 
of their Country prove no Interruption to their Sa- 
tisfaction. 

In order to move thoſe latter, I ſhall here en- 
deavour to ſhow them, that their own Intereſt, and 
that of their Eſtates and Families, are more con- 

C cerned 


, 1 


— 


* uh 
4 * 


—ͤ—ũ̃ — — „„ „ — . —— —— ̃̃— 
L Py 5 Þ. pg - 


* oo” co _ * 
. X<--* — „ 2 
* IT 5 
V+ 


— — —:ẽ—.P [— 
SSD _— 5 


> oe 


1 * 
* — * - * - 
„ MoU Gear 4 
* 


— bbw 
— 


' 


—_— — 


"x 
ll. 
"2 
1 
% 
N, 
„ 
— * 
«1 
(9 
<q” a 
bY 
* 
= 
K 
"5 
1 


» 
«+FÞ 
: 
of 
Wi 
. * 
1 
4 * 
= 
„ 
1 
* 
., ? 
, 
\ 
| 
* 
1 I; 
2 
7 ” \ 
6 * 
4 
; 10 
14 
* 
"= 4 ' 
— — 
1 
0 34) 
T% 4 * 
. vi _ 
: n 
: * 5 
[4 bl 
WO. | 
v5 
IE) 
oF * 
; 
bl J 
T5 \ 
| ! 
4 
* 
+» 
' 
„1 
1 
ol 
* 
[ 
-, N 
0 Fl 
; £ 5 
"4 ih 
- = 
4 
= : 
9 
2 
mw 
L 
* 
1 
. 
4 
1 N 
1 * 
. U 
0 q 
NE 
Fi | 
' 
PÞ 4 
7 
8 * 
= U 


2 a 2 


. 
-X 


—— 
3 


n * + + — — — + - — — — —— 
- — — = — P, - = = 
— a = _—_ « > «5 = = 


. 


r 


9 is l 


3 ou RAYS — — 


- . — - 


_ 


a - — 2 - a Roam x ©” a>. 
y— ——— — — 


— — - _w — 


o * - 7 =". : 
a — - Fs. aw ww > - ho # © ” — * 
4 "Om — - an - g 
a7 = SQ = 


-v + S» 
0. - 


= Y” * - * 4 * 
„ b 
K 


AL 


— IEEE 


* 


E23 © ” 


- us 
* 
—— 


.. EDD at IS 


-Y 


py 
— — 


18 


cerned than they are aware of, and fo their os 
ſelfiſh Principles, abſtracting from any Conſidera- 


tion or Regard to the Good of their County, ought 
to awaken them out of their Indifference : For not 


only the Nation, but their own Fortunes, are like- 


ly to be involved in immediate Deſtruction. And 


ſhallnext ſhow, that, as their Conduct has been the 


real Source of the Poverty and Miſery of the Coun- 


try, fo they, and they only, have it in their Power, 
in our preſent Situation fince the Union, of ſaving 
their Eſtates, and che whole Nation. And, latly, 


I thall-propoſe ſome few Things, which will obvi- 
ouſly tend to that End. | 
The landed Gentlemen of this Country, for 


ſome Years paſt, have been at great Pains to know 


how to equal the Eugliſh in improving their Eſtates, 
and in raiſing the Rents ot their Lands; and ſome 
of them have been at indefatigable Pains, as well 
as great'Expence to accompliſh this End. But tho 
theſe Gentlemen perhaps have arrived to a far great- 
er Skill in the Knowledge of Agriculture, than e- 
ver their Predeceſſors did, yet the Lands of this 
Country continue ſtill at a /ow Rent, even where 
they are improven by the ableſt Gentlemen-Farm- 


ers, and if the Money they have expended in theſe 


Improvements be duly attended to, and the An- 
#1alrent thereof be taken into the Account, their 
Lands will, in many Places, be found not much to 
exceed the old Renr. 

Andthey never will be more ſucceſsful, unleſsthey 
be ar equal Care to improve the Inhabitants of their 
Lands. There is no Maxim more certain, than | 
that the Value and Rents of Lands depead en- 
tirely upon the Condition of the Inhabitants; their 
real Worth can only be in Proportion to the 8 

| by 


1 
ber and Wealth of theſe. Human Creatures are 
che only Foundation of all Improvements, and 
their Labour, when profitably employed, is the 
only Source of Riches to a County or to a Na- 
tion For Gentlemen, therefore, to pretend to im- 
prove their Grounds, without improving the Inha- 
bitants of theſe Grounds, is to build a Houſe with- 
out a Foundation; and it is entirely owing to our 
neglecting this Maxim, that all our Schemes of this 


Kind have tended to ſo little Advantage to the 


Projectors. 

There is nothing more certain, than that every 
Penny which is laid out by the Proprietors of 
Lands, in order to improve the Inhabitants, by lead- 
ing them from Jaleneſs and Poverty, to Induſtry and 
Labour, is a more certain and laſting Method of 


improving their Eſtates, than by Ditchiag, Drain- 


ing, Incle/ing, &c. People being the Foundation 
ot all Improvements of this Nature. As our Peo- 
ple therefore are the only improveable Riches of the 
Nation, let us look into their Situation, and how 
criminally ignorant or negligent of this Maxim our 
Gentlemen have been, it we caſt our Eye over all 
the Counties in Scotland, and look into the wretch- 
ed and low Condition of the common People and 
Poor, we will find ſome famiſted for Want of 
Bread, others diſpirited tor Want of Employment, 
and not a few farved with Cold and Nakedneſs, 
and many whole Families throughout every County, 
eſpecially in and about Villages, commonly re- 
main in a languiſbing, naſty, flothful and uſeleſs Con- 
dition, uncomfortable in themſelves, unprofitable 
to the Proprietors of the Grounds, and by their 
Idleneſs, picking and thieving, they are a heavy 
ounual Charge to all _ them. 'The CO 
2 Q 
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of theſe poor, bred . to v4 Beggary and 
Theft, are not only of «unhealthy Bodies, and 
more than ordinarily ſubject to many loathſome 
Diſeaſes, whereby very many dy in their young- 
er Years, and ſuch as come up to Vears and Strength, 
by their vicious and idle Habits contracted in their 
Youth, are rendred for ever after «unfit for honeſt 
Labour and Inlluftry, and ſerve only to ſtock this, 
and the next Generation with Thieves, and lazy 
idle Beggars. Indeed Want and Poverty has 
ſeized the common Inhabitants of Scotland in gene- 
ral; Hung er and Nakedneſs fo univerſally prevail 
among them, that theſe who are the only improve- 
able Richus of the Country are truly a Reproach to 
their Superiors. Theſe poor neglected Creatures 
at once ſhew the World that Ignorance of their 
true Intereſt which prevails among the Proprietors 
of Land, and the lo Value of their Lands is wrote 
upon the very Faces of their 'Tenants and Cottars: 
How little does their Food or Cloathing go to im- 
prove the Value or Rents of Grounds ? which can 
only be done by the Conſumption of the Inhabi- 
tants. Is there one Spot of Earth more improve- 
as than Scotland, and yet ſo barren and unfruit- 
ul: 

In this diſmal and neglected Situation of the In- 
habi tants of Scotland, it will be found that a tenth 
Part ot them, at leaſt, ſerve for no other Purpoſe but 
to be a Charge and Burden upon the Reft, and a 
Lois to the Lands. 

Now, to bring this Matter nearer the Eye of 
Gentlemen, ſuppoſing that in any County in Scot» 
land there are fitty thouſand Inhabitants, and the 
tenth Part of theſe, which is five thouſand, are 4 


leſs and idle, and ſo a Burden upon the reſt = the 
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County: For, if they have no profitable Employ- 
ment laid to their Hand, if they will not, or can- 
not get Work, they muſt be obliged to others, or beg or 
ſteal for their Sub/iftance. And it, in this Manner, we 
can ſuppoſe they only get one Penny Haltpenny 
per Day off the Inhabitants, it amounts to above 
forty Shillings in the Year to each ot them, and, 
in the whole, to above ten thouſand Pounds; ſo 
that here, by the Ignorance of the Proprietors of 
Ground of their own Intereſt, or their ſpine Ne- 
glect of it, thoſe Creatures which are the only Rich- 
es of their Lands are turned to be the DefruGion 
of them and their Tenants Whereas, were they 
to conſult their own Intereſt, and provide theſe Crea- 
tures proper Work and Labour, each of them, tho' 
they could gain no more than two pence per Day to 
themſelves or their Maſters, yet, at that Rate, eve- 
ry one of them would be a Conſumer to the Lands, 
to the Value of three Pounds annually, which 
would amount in whole to fifteen thouſand Pounds 
a-Year, and this, added to the above ten thouſand 
Pounds, would be in all twenty five thouſand Pounds, 
by this Management ſaved to the Country, or rather 
to the landed Iutereſt, as the greateſt Part of this does 
in fact terminate here. 

Gentlemen ſeldom conſider this, they fondly ima- 
gine that they receive their Rents from their Te- 
nants, but it is, in Truth, the Conſumer that pays 
it. He pays the Price of the Corn, and of the o- 
ther Grain, the Cattle, and the Wooll, and the 
Coals to the Tenants, and neither Gentlemen nor 
Tenants can be paid, but by the Conſumption of the 
Inhabitants. Every one of theſe tor what he eats, 
drinks and wears, is 4 Tenant to the Lands, and 4 
Paymaſter to the Labourers; and if the idle Poor 

can 
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can be led into any Imployment, fo as to gain 
each three or four Pounds annually, every one 
= theſe becomes of fo much Value to the Land- 
ord. 

As the Value and Improvement of Lands there- 
fore depend entirely upon the Induſtry and La- 
bour of the Inhabitants ; the Proprietors of Land 
are chiefiy, if not ſolely, concerned to promote every 
Deſign, Manufacture or Trade, which can give 
profitable Imployment to the People, for the Ad- 
vantage and Gain of all redounds to themſelves: 
Nor is there any other poſſible Method of their 
8 their Eſtates to Purpoſe, but by doing 

0. 

But do they do ſo? or do they confider this? 
No; tor while our Lands are capable of equal, it 
not greater Improvement, than many Lands a- 
broad, the Proprietors are ſo abandoned to all Re- 
gard to their own as well as to the real Interefts of 
their Country, that they appear to be wholly unat- 
tentive to thoſe Things; and, while their Grounds 
ly uncultivated, their Tenantry poor as Beggars, 
and their own Conſumption would employ their 
People in manufacturing Goods to themſelves ; by 
not doing ſo, Poverty and Want of Employment 
forces annually Numbers of the moſt valuable In- 
habitantsto fly abroad tor Bread ; and all that poor 
Scotfinen now ſerve for is, to beget People to enrich 
and cultivate every other Country but their own. And 
thus the improveable Riches of a Country, hu- 
man Creatures, are become the moſt conſiderable 
Part of our Exportation, to the Ruin of the landed 
Intereſt, and to the Scandal and Deftruftion of 
Scotland. , 

The Conduct of our great Mex and of our lead - 


ing 
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ine Inhabitants in this Matter, is one real Source 
of their own Poverty and of the Deſtruction of 
their Country; and till their Eyes are opened to 


ſee their Intereſt, and they are beſtirred ro purſue 


it, all other Remedies to fave this Nation from utter 
Deſtruction are but palliative Cares. Our Country 
is ruined by thoſe whole chief Intereſt, as well as 
Duty, it is to ſave it; and they in Divine Fuſtice 
are the greateſt Sufferers : For how deeply ſunk 
is the Ianded Intereft in Debt? to what Straits are 
they reduced? how poor and uncultivated are their 
Lands, and their Tenantry Slaves for Bread and 
Water? Our Gentlemen in pu groan under 
Poverty and Debts; and thoſe that have Children 
cannot ſo much as provide for them, but, for Want 
of beneficial Manufactures at home, they are obliged 
to export and loſe them in other Countries. "Theſe 
Gentlemen ought therefore now to be convinced, 
that Thinking and Talking, which is the greatef 
Length moſt of them are come to in theſe Matters, 
ſignifies little. They ought now to unite in Action, 
or they ſtill will be greater Sufferers; and, if they 
begin here, their Endeavours cannot tail of Succeſs. 
Our Grounds in Scotland are nigh four Times of as 
great Extent as thoſe of Holland, and are capable 
of the greateſt Improvements. We are every 
whit, as to many Branches of Trade and Manu- 
facture, as well ſituated as the Dutch They have 
not above Three Millions of Acres of Ground in 
all their Dominions; and they were once reduced, 
tho not perhaps /o /ow as we are at preſent, yet to 
a poor and diſtreſſed Condition But, by their Ap» 
plication to Manufacture and Trade, by the Wife 
dom and Care of their leading Inhabitants, and e- 


ſpecially by their following out this very Maxim, 


That 
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That the Labour ah RP, of a People are the 
only. Source of Riches, to what Grandeur and 
Wealth have they raiſed themſelves? Their Trade 
and Manufactures have brought together Numbers 
of People trom all Nations, whom they chear- 
fully entertain and employ ; theſe they have im- 
proven to ſuch a Degree, towards aggrandizing the 
State, raiſing the Lands, and enriching all the In- 
habitants, that the Change of their Affairs affords 
to every Man, that will think at all, a living Proof, 
that the Riches of a Nation only ariſe from the 
Labour of the People: They have increaſed their 
Subjects to ſuch a Degree, that upon this ſmall 
Spot of Ground nigh Four Millions of People live; 
and theſe are employed in ſuch uſeful Labour and 
Manufacture, that the Land-owners have their 
Lands raiſed from a very low Rent to above Thir- 
75 Shillings for every Acre of their pooreſt Grounds, 
The Confluence of ſuch a Number of induſtrious 
People has ſpread Plenty and Riches through eve- 
ry Corner of Holland; and the Traders and Ma- 
nufacturers have feued out Ground, built Houſes, 
and reared up ſuch Accommodations, that the 
Rent of their Lodging amounts to near the Value 
of their Lands, which has immenſely enriched the 
landed Intereſt. The States General can, without 
loading the Subject with heavy Taxes, levy immenſe 
Sums tor the Support of the Government and De- 
fence of their Country; the landed Men reap the 
Effects of the Labour of their People; and Plenty 
and Wealth abounds in Holland. 

The Cuſtoms and Exciſe of Holland amount to 
immenſe Sums: They are ot ſqueezed out of half 
ſtarved diſpirited Beggars; but they depend upon 
the vaſt Conſumption and eaſy Payment of io 
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| 25 Rs 
lions of wealth Petals wy of whoſe Manufas 
tures will conſume more exciſeable Goods, and 
more Product of the Land, than the Inhabitants 
of whole Shires in Scotland. 


By the dire# oppoſite Cundus and Management, is 


Scatland now reduced to Ruin: And we have no 
great Reaſon to expect Relief in our unhappy Si- 
tuation from the Britiſh Parliament, in any Branch 
of Manufacture which is beneficial; for the Eg 
have ingroſſed all Manufactures that are ſo: And, 
as it is only by introducing 2 that the 
Poor can be employed, thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe 
Intereſt is ſo deeply concerned, muſt either unite 
together in promoting them, or they and their Fa- 
milies and Eſtates muſt fink: For, in every Branch 
of beneficial Manufacture, Scotland will be diſ- 
couraged —— Engliſh; yea, many Scotſinen have 
commenced Champions for the Engliſh Intereſt, an 

by their Political and Party Maxims, have joine 

with them in their favourite Deſign, of making 


the Scots Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Wa- 


ter to the South Britiſh. And our Country is 
truly turned into a barren Wilderneſs of hunger- 
bitten deſpirited Creatures, by the leading Inbabi- 
rants of the Country being made a Market to the 
Engliſh Manufactures, inſtead of being a Market 
to our own; and fo our People can neither be em- 


raged. | 


ployed, nor any beneficial Manufactures encou- 


I hope, from what 1 have ſaid, it will appear 
how deeply they of the landed Intereſt are concerned 
in employing the Inhabitants of their Lands, and 
that they cannot preſerve or advance their Rents 
without doing fo: 1 hope they will likewiſe allow, 


that their Inhabitants cannot be employed to the en- 
D riching 
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1 1 
riching of the nag and neee but in Ma- 
nufacture and profitable Trade ; and that no Ma- 
nufacture can be eftabliſhed in any County, ſo as to 
employ the Inhabitants and enrich the Lands, un- 
leſs 7hoſe whoſe Lands are enriched hereby, do en- 
courage and promote the Sale and Conſumption of 
the Goods. Yet here, I take, is the Plague of Scot- 
land Our Gentlemen either do not know, or will 
not b:lieve, that their Intereſt, and theirs chiefly, is 
advanced by Manufacture: They confider Manu- 
facture as a Thing which tends chiefly to enrich 
Traders, c. and they are ſo fupidly ignorant or 
crimiually indifferent about their own Intereſt, that 
they will not ſo much as buy the Product of their 
own Manufactures; and ſome who pretend to love 
their Country, will gravely refuſe to give one 
Farthing a-Vard more for a Cloth made at home, 
than one made in another Country; and ſunk in 
this Indifference that ſavours of the deepeſt Stupi- 
dity, they are quite eaſy whether or not their Poor 
are employed, or Manufactures are encouraged 
n their Lands. Thu | 15 
But thoſe Gentlemen know not, that Traders 
are not a Farthing the worſe, whether they buy fo- 
reign or home manufactured Goods; yea, they 
are greater Gainers by ſelling them foreign, they 
rum none of the Riſqules that muſt neceflarily attend 
home ManufaEtures, and they have greater Profit 
upon them, and they do gain more Money in thoſe 
Trades which are to the Deſtruction of the Gentle- 
men and the Country, than in manufacturing Goods 
to their Advantage And therefore they hurt not 
Tradeſinen, but themſelves, by their Folly. Tra- 
ders will gain Money, however Gentlemen turn 
Trade; and, as to their private Intereſt, it is quite 
equal 


(27 ) 
equal what Goods they ſell, providing they have 
Profit. The Intereſt therefore of Traders is not 
at all concerned in this Manner, nor does it harm 
them, tho' the whole Gentlemen in Scotland are u- 
zited in their own Deſtruction, — = 
But, upon the other Hand, the ſmalleſt Reflexi- 
on may convince Gentlemen, that they themſelves, 
their Families and Eſtates, are truly ruined by this 
Conduct. The Improvement and Bettering of their 
Fortunes, I ſay, depends wholly upon Trade and 
Manufacture; they have the Balance of Trade in 
their Hands, and can turn it ſo as to employ and 
enrich the Inhabitants of their Grounds: But, in- 
ſtead of doing ſo, be leading Inhabitants of this 
Nation are ſo obſtinately united in their own Ruin, 
that they will excoarage no Manufacture, buy no 
Goods, nor turn their Intereſt any Way, but to con- 
ſume thoſe Things which are evidently to the Ruin 
of their Eſtates and the Country; and, if we im- 
partially view our Situation now, it cannot miſs 
deeply to affect every Man who has any Regard to 
his Country. | b. 
Sometime beſore the Commencement of the U- 
nion, we were juſt beginning to attend to our — 
tial. Intereſts : Thoſe in the Legiſlature had for ſome 
Time employed their: Care in ſtudying the Trade, 
and in regulating accordingly the Policy of the 
Nation; the moſt wholeſom Laws were enacted, 
tor ſuppreſſing the Idleneſs, and for regulating and 
encouraging the Labour of the Inhabitants ; our 
Manufactures and foreign Trade were attended to, 
and very great Encouragement was given to all the 
Inhabitants who were engaged in them : Thoſe in 
the Government had thoſe Things at Heart, and 
.D 2 Trade 


28 
Trade and Manafadfurs node in all Probability 
have flouriſhed. 

One admirable Part of Policy, and which indeed 
is the Foundation of all real Riches in any Na- 
tion, the regulating the Labour of the Inhabitants, 
was wiſely attended to; and this: _ trom thoſe 
excellent Laws enacted for ſuppreſſing of Idleneſs, 
and for employing and relieving the Poor: And 
as thoſe at the Helm of Affairs found the abſolute 
Neceſſity of ManufaCtures, in order to. compleat 
this Dez, ; fo they had their Eye equally alten- 
tive upon every Thing which could .cheriſh-and 
encourage all Sorts of Manufacturers, and the moſt 
ſevere Prohibitions were laid upon all foreign Com- 
modities, which tended to Hurt or fop the Conſum+ 
ption of the Goods they manufactured. 78! 

There was a wiſe Deſign laid, of making our 
own Inhabitants a Market te their ou Manufa- 
ures, which is the firſt Step towards the enrich- 
ing of a poor Nation. 'Through the Attention of 
ſeveral wiſe and diſcerning great Men at the Helm, 
Iſay, our Trade, our Manufactures and Commerce, 
began to be regulated, encouraged and revived, 
and, which is always the Effect of ſuch a Govern» 
ment, a quite different Spirit began to breathe in 
Scotland, inſomuch that the Jong neglected Arts of 
Peace were ſtudied, and adapted to the Situation 
of the Nation; and the Inhabirants, being led by 
their Superiors, turned their Genius from Fight- 
ing and Knight-errantry, to leara Induſtry and 
Manufacture. . 

Edinburgh was then the Seat of the Legiſlature, | 
as London is now; and having a Parliament entirely 
of Scotimen, whoſe Intereſt it was to cultivate and 
enrich their Country, they not only — 

| : 


2 

the wiſe} Meaſures, * ad 1 in their Power to 
attend duly to the Execution of every Law which 
regarded the eſſential Intereſts of the Nation, their 
Trade and Manufactures. 1 

And at the ſame Time, excepting one or two 
great Men who attended the Court at London, the 
whole of our Nobility and Gentry lived within the 
Nation; and, as they ſpent their Money in it, 
their Rents circulated, to the cheriſbing of our own 
Manufactures, and did enrich the Inhabitants: And 
our Gentlemen being then not much intoxicated 
with Engliſh Luxury, their Inclinations and Con- 
ſumpt were in ſome Meaſure ſubſervient to cheriſp 
and encreaſe our own Manufactures ; and their 
Dreſs, Living, Houſes and Equipage, were in 
ſome Degree of 4 Piece with their Fortunes. 
The Glorhing of our Army and other Inhabi- 
tants tended to encourage and enrich our own Ma- 
nufactures. No Scotſman dared ſome Time ago to 
aſſert, that our Natives ſhould clothe themſelves 
with Engliſß Manufacture, which gicld them 30 
per cent. Profit, and not manufacture theſe Goods 
within ourſelves, rather than make Linens at 8 per 
cent. to others. | 

"Tis true, we are allowed to make theſe, and 
Politicians tell us what mighty Obligations we are 
under for this; bur, if a Man will but pull off the 
Mask, the Truth comes out thus: The Engliſh 
know, that the Linen Manufacture has arrived in 
Holland and other Countries to ſuch Perfection, 
that neither hey nor we are upon an equal Foot- 
ing with them: They know, that not much more 
than Bread and Water can be faved by carrying 
on this Manufacture; and, as it is not their Intereſt 


to fly at ſo low Game, they throw this bare Bone 
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30 
to the hungry non their Agents tell us, it is 
our Duty to be content, and to chew this bare 
Bone contentedly. When we come to hint at a 
Remedy for our preſent Poverty, this Subject ſhall 
be further handled. ee Sd 

Our great Men, Nobility, and Perſons of Fortune, 
of Scots Extraction, by living ſo much at London, 
are ſo deeply corrupted with Engliſþ Luxury, that 
they not only have wholly abandoned their Coun- 
try, and left it deſolate ; but many of them ſeem 
to have forgot and loſt any Affection or Regard to it. 
They riot in Expence and Prodigality in England; 
and, providing they can levy Money from Scotland 
to ſupport their Extravagancy, 'they ſeldom think 
ſurther of it: If they can drain their native Coun- 
try of ſo much Money every Year, fo as to anſwer 
their Pleaſures in England, they reſt ſatisfied in li- 
ving there; and, excepting once in ſeven Vears at 
an Election, poor Scotland is not one Sixpence the 
better for them. 

This is 2 ſad thy a true Story: For by this Means 
the Country is not only drained of an immenſe Sum 
annually of pure Caſh, more than can be eaſily 
imagined; but this Nation has loſt ſo many of her 
chief Supports and Guardians, who uſed to be, in 
their different Stations and Shires, of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to her Intereſt. Their Eyes were 
Witneſſes ro the Miſeries and Poverty of their 
Country when they lived here, and their Hearts 
were often touched with Sympathy, which made 
them upon many Occaſions exert themſelves for 
relieving it. | J 

But now, the intoxicating Pleaſures of Exgliſb 
Luxury, the Ambition of atrending a Court, eſpe- 
clally if joined with-a good Penſion, _— the 

roans 


'apliſh 
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Groans of their miſerable Countrymen at 300 


Miles Diſtance. | 
It will be obvious, what an immenſeLoſs this muſt 
be annually to Scotland, and I don't know, but it 


would have been better for the Country, if the In- 


habirants had collected among themſelves theSal- 
laries and Penſions which our great Men have got 
at London, and over-bribcd them to ſtay at home, 
and ſpend their Rents in their own Country. 
Belides, many of our Countrymen of the be 

Fortunes, tho they do not conſtantly reſide in Eug- 
land, yet are always there for one Half of the 
Year, attending the Parliament. Many others 
are annually there, proſecuting and detending Ap- 


peals. And it we caſt our Eyes further to thoſe 


numerous Attenders at Court, who ſpend their Mo- 
ney in queſt of Poſts and Penſions, we myſt be 
convinced that a great Part of our Rents are con- 
ſumed and ſpent in England. 

So that it we calculate upon the one Hand the 
immenſe Sums thrown away 1n this Channel, or 
the ſtill greater Sums remitted annually by our 
Merchants and Traders, who ſwarm in incredi- 
ble Multitudes all over Scotland, we muſt ſee Gen- 
tlemen and Traders united in its Deſtruction. 
Theſe Dealers ro Euglaud may be termed Agents 
for the Eugliſßh Manutactures; for they levy, at 
indefatigable Pains, the Rents of Gentlemen, and 
the Money of the orher Inhabirants, who are all 
now become a certain Market to the Exgliſß Trade 
and Manufactures. If any Man impartially con- 


ider theſe Things, he muſt be convinced, that this 


Country hereby is truly ruined. 

And it is certain, that, were it not for our chi- 
merical Paper Credit, this Country would be re- 
duced 
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duced to Hardſhips (22 > able to conceive! 
Indeed we are tolerated a boundleſs Uſe of Pa- 

Credit without any real Caſh; and therefore, 
tho' the Inhabitants are reduced to Poverty, and the 
landed Intereſt drowned in Debt, yet, ſo long as 
Bank-nores circulate to ſuch a vaſt Extent, and 
we are hereby ſupplyed with imaginary inſtead of 
real Riches, it is abſolutely impoſſible to know 
how near we are to Deſtruction. But, whenever 
a great War happens, or ſome other general Diſaſter, 
which only can diſcover (like Death to a Mer- 
chant) our true Circumſtances- There will then 
probably be Diſcoveries made which will confound 
and ſurpriſe both ourſelves and our Neighbours, 
For Bank-notes, tho' they are very convenient. to 
ſerve the Neceſſities of a People, as a Pledge to 
gain Time, yet they can never anſwer the Ends 
deſigned by Money, which is finally to pay and 
diſcharge the Debts of the Inhabitants. | 

But, tho' we cannot know exactly our Circum- 
ſtances, yer every where we caſt our Eyes, Ruin 
and Deſtruction attend them: And all Scotſmen, 
who know any Thing (Politicians excepted) are 
convinced, that we are reduced to the laft Gaſp; 
and yet, which adds to our Guilt, as well as Mi- 
ſery, we are involved in Luxury and Extravagance, 
like deſperate Spendthrifts, who, knowing they 
have little to lole, are quite indifferent what 
becomes of the Remainder. | 

And our Members of Parliament have been an 
1::ppy Mean ot introducing this into the Nation; 
for they, being tempted 70 » 1 aſter the Engliſh, 
not adverting to the great Diſproportion between 
the ts and Eugliſb Fortunes, not _ ſquandred 

a 


away 1 ';r own Eftates, but, by their fatal * 
7 


3 

ple, tempted many of 3 Countrymen, and 
Friends likewiſe, to do ſo, and ſo Luxury and 
Extravagance has been introduced into the 
Nation: And, juſt now, excepting a few Miſers 
ſcattered up and down Scotland, who will not 
ſpare Money, no not hardly for their own Sub- 
ſitance, we have not many landed Gentlemen 
who live within the free Rent of their Eſtates : 
The greateſt Part of them live up to their Veigh- 
bours, or Expectations, rather than to theirPoſſeſſions, 
and cut a Figure more proportionable to what they 
hope to be than What they have. "Tis true our Mem- 
bers of Parliament have Poſts and Penſions to ſup- 
port their Expence at London, and therefore it may 
be ſaid, that what they ſpend in England is not 
drain d from Scotland; but, not to mention the 
Duſt that is thrown againſt them by ſome furious 
Patriots, that theſe Pos and Penſions are given 
them for no onorous Cauſe; and as Money which 
comes in this dirty Channel ſeldom laſts, it is ge- 
nerally thrown away as faſt as it is got, and be- 
comes only Fete ro toment more the Demands of 
Luxury which conſumes both theſe Gentlemen's 
Rents from Scotland, and this Re ward to the Bar- 
gain. 

However this be, it muſt be owned, that our 
great Men, and Meiubers of Parliament, general- 
ly are tempted to out- run their Income, as hop- 
ing to make up what they every Year ſink ot their 
Eſtates out of the Profits of ſome imaginary u- 
ture Place or ProjeF they are puriuing: Few of 
them are ſo /1cky as to gain their Ends, and thoſe, 
who do fo, find their Demands tor Luxury and Ex- 
pence increaſe as they are exalred. And when 
they deen to viſit their own Country, they appear 
1 


— ns PW j 
3 Fy 6.” - 
rr 


—— — 
ako 


CTY 
- 
_ * 
— 0 1 
4 _ Þ 
rn 
p 
- 


n 
* 


— LL 


"a 


1 o 
+ 
f 
n 0 
* 7 
x 
* 4 
7 3 
* 
2 i 
* 
"4 
* 1 
1 
40 | 
SIO. ' : 
Mm. 
©! * 
* . 
o 


x 
* 
"1 

| 

A 

2 


- 
- * 
A. © 21 » = 
= * = * — - 
- . = 


5 2 nan 


\ * nr = 


—- 
af -- 4 S > 


-; CF % 7 
+, 2 — PRC 
I.” DH 

8 4 


" . : 
e 
— - 


r 


2 4 * 


—— — — — 


—— — 
re — 
418 


... 


— —— 
* ” 


%- 44 4 


- « — — * - 24 Ss * N _ 
rr — 
— 8 a. . - * * = me 4 
„ 342 7 


2222 2 


cw” „ +4 


=Y SS... 


A 


34 

in all the Splendor of TU Extravagance. Our 
Gentlemen's Tables muſt be turniſhed with Deli- 
cacies to entertain them, and ther Example, wher- 
ever they come, is ſo catehing, that they have been 
an unhappy Occaſion of tempting their Neighbours 
in the Country to drown their Eftates in Debt for 
the Pleaſure of being as extravagant: And this 
Contagion has infected all Ranks in the Nation; 
yea we may ſee Traders and Tradeſmen aping 
their Betters, and involved in petty Luxury and 
Expence. 

How many Gentlemen's Families do we ſee ex- 
tirpatcd, and how many others reduced to Pover- 
ty and Want by us Diſeaſe: And tho, ſo long as 
Men poſſeſſed ot landed Eſtates, and other vitible 
Subjects, can make a Shiſt to pay the Annualrents 
of the Money that burdens their Eſtates, which, 
in many Caſes, equals the free Rent, their Cir- 
cumſtances are kept a Secret from the World, 
yet every Year makes Diſcoveries how many have 
bartercd their Eſtates for Luxury and Extrava- 


gane E. , 


And as all theſe dreadful Evils, we have mention- 
ed, have been brought upon the Country by the 
Conduct of our leading Inhabirants, ſo they have 
landed in their own Deſolation and Deſtruction ; 
for were there a general Demand to be made upon 
the Proprietors of Land in Scotland, what ſurpri- 
ſing Diſcoveries would be made of the Poverty of 
the Nation? were their Agents and Doers obliged 
in that Caſe to give up a general aud compleat Liſt 
of the Debts contracted and owing by them; the molt 
of our Gentlemen would be tound to be drowned 
in Debt, and the Generality of this Country 7o be 
a Bite upon one another. 


And 


Z's 8 ; 

And without this Diſcovery the Circumſtances 
of our landed Gentlemen are apparently very low ; 
hence all the Hardſbips upon Trade, bad Payments, 
Accounts owing, two, three, four Years, deſpe- 
rate Debts, litigious and dilarory Law-Suits, 
which oblige Merchants and 'Tradeſmen, who have 
no other Misfortunes, to ſtop Payment; and hereby 
induſtrious Men and their Families are reduced 79 
Ruin and Wait. 

Many Gentlemen's Children, for Want of Pa- 
trimonies, are exported as fo much Lumber off the 
Country, and thoſe who ſtay at home, for Want 
of beneficial Trade and Manufactures, remain an 
idle Burden upon their Parents. 

In ſhort, our Gentlemen are moſt juſtly groan- 
ing under that Yoke of Poverty and Bondage 
which their own Hands have wreathed, and many 
of them are, in a Manner, 4 Sort of Dependents 
upon the Miniſtry for ſome pitiful Poſt or Sub- 
ſiſtence to themſelves or their Children. Hence 
our Elections are corrupted, and many, otherwiſe 
honeſt Men, are tempred to vote contrary to their 
Conſciences, and to be Tools to any who will re- 
_ them of the Burden of an idle Son or @ Bro- 
Ter. 

And there cannot be a greater Proof of the di- 
ſtreſſed and miſerableCondirion of the landed Gen- 
tlemen, than when we ſee Numbers of thoſe we 
think to be of good Fortunes, and ſo independent 
and above the World, as we ſay, ſacrificing their 
Duty to their Country and their Characters, tor the 
pititul Rewards of a Penſion or a Poſt of two or 
three hundred Pound a-Year: A ſtrong Proot this is, 
that, as Luxury and Extravagance has reduced 
them, ſo hidden Debts, and pinching Straits, muſt 
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6 
force them to venture af that is venerable and dear 
to Patriots for the Sake of ſo ſmall a Temptation. 

From all this it is plain, that the immediate 
Ruin of the landed Intereſt is near and unavoid- 
able, unleſs they alter their Courſe: This every 
Man muſt ſee who will open his Eyes; Politicians 
may ſay otherwiſe, but ſome of them could open 
up ſtill ſtronger Prooſs of the Truth of this, if 
they pleaſed. | 

As I have proved that the leading Inhabitants of 
Scotland are the main Inſtruments of its Deſtru- 
ction. As thoſe of the landed Intereſt are the 
greateſt Sufferers, and as their Intereſt is chiefly 
advanced in promoting any Remedies, I would 
humbly ſuggeſt; and as they have them abſolutely 
in their own Power, it they will ct exert themſelves, 
after ſeeing and tceling the Poverty and Diſtreſs 
their Conduct has brought upon them and their 
Country, they are more inexcuſable than either the 
Smuggler or Wine-merchant. 

It has been ſhewn them, that the only improve- 
able Riches of a Country are its Inhabitants; that 
every Spot of Ground on the Face of the Earth 
differs only from another as to Value, in Proportion 


to the Circumſtances and Numbers of its Inhabi- 


tants; that there is no ſolid and laſting Manner in 
which Lands can be improven but by leading the 


Inhabitants into profitable Labour; that every one 


of theſe can be made of ſo much Value to the 
Lands, and to the Country; and, laſtly, that, in 
any County or Nation, where the Inhabitants are 
allowed to remain idle or imployed in deſtructive 
Trades, that County or Nation muſt be poor and 
contemprible tor ever. 
As the Labour of the People, therefore, 1s ws 
only 
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only Source of Riches 5 2 Country; hence ariſes 
the Neceſſities and Advantages of beneficial. Trade 
and Manufacture; theſe all wiſe Nations, as I 
have obſerved, have ever efteemed as the only 
profitable Way of employing the Labour ot the 
Inhabitants, and, wherever they are duly encou- 
raged, it is viſibly ſeen what ſurpriſing Effects they 
produce. Trade indeed, in numberleſs Inſtances, 
tho' it may be to the Advantage of private Ad- 
venturers, yet is often to the Defrn#ion of the 
landed Intereſt, whereas, upon the other Hand, 
every Manufacture, which can be introduced into 
a Country, invariably enriches it. 

And here I muſt again repeat, that it is not 7he 
Tateref# of Merchants and Traders, who are en- 
gaged in importing Commodities from other Parts 
to the Deſtruction of our own Manutactures, ro 
alrer the Channel of Trade: They find grear 
Profit upon foreign Goods, and they will go on 
in feeding the Luxury and gratifying the Incli- 
nations of Gentlemen, becaule, in this Manner, 
they make Fortunes; and, as the Introduction of 
home Manufactures tends naturally to undermine 
and ſtop this beneficial Trade, it is their Intereſt 
to oppoſe any Attempts of this Kind, and this they 
ever will do; ſo that, unleſs the landed Gentle- 
men, whoſe Intereſt js chiefly promoted by Manu- 
factures, unite in introducing, cheriſhing and ſup- 
porting them, they can never flouriſh in Scotland. 
It has been proven, that, as the Proprietors of 
Land in any Country have the Balance of Trade 
in their Hands, fo, according to their Humours, 
Inclinations and Conſumpt, all Trade and Trad- 
ers muſt follow. They can, if they pleaſe, ſub- 
ject the whole Hands engaged in Trade, * the 
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38 
fame Time to a Intereſt of the Lands 
and of the Country. If it is not the. Intereſt of 
Traders to introduce Manufactures; it, upon the 
other Hand, the low Condition of the landed In- 
tereſt can only be retrieved by doing fo; if theſe 
are the only Sources of Wealth to a Nation, and 
the only Means of employing in a profitable Man- 
ner the Labour of the People; I apprehend that 
the diſcouraging of the Niue, Brandy aud Tea, and 
ether defiruttive Trades, is but a partial Remedy, 
and even this is abſolutely impaſſille, unleſs the nu- 
merous Hands, which are employed in them, to 
the Deſtruction of the Country, have ſome other 
beneficial Branches of Trade and Manufactures in- 
mediately opened up to them, to which they can 
turn their Hands, and by which they can ſupport 
their Families; this, and no leſs, will be an effe- 
ual Remedy. | 

W, if the landed Gentlemen in Scotland, from 
whoſe Endeavours I have proven we can only ex- 
pect Relief, will exert themſelves to purpoſe, they 
muſt unite in a fixed Reſolution, not only to ſup- 
preſs theſe pernicious Trades, by entring into an 
Obligation in their different Counties, not to uſe 
or conſume any Thing relating to them; but fur- 
ther, they mult confine their Inclinations and De- 
mands to the Produce of theſe Manufactures which 
can eaſily be carried on in Scotland, Hereby they 
will not only turn the preſent deffrufive Channel 
of Trade into Courſe that will advance their 
Lands, raiſe their Tenantry, and enrich the Coun- 
try; but they will provide Bufencſs and Bread tor 
Smugglers and others, and oblige thoſe thouſands 


"of Hands, which are now employed to the Ruin 
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This I take to be the only Remedy for faving this 
Nation from Ruin and Deſtruction. 

For hereby there will not only be an effeftual 
Stop put to thoſe Trades which remit the Caſh of 
the Nation into other Countries; but, by the in- 
troducing of Manufactures, the Inhabitants of the 
Lands can be employed, upon which their Value de- 
pends ; and theſe Manufactures again can be ſup- 
ported and cheriſhed by the Gentlemens Conſumpt, 
a large Field for Action and Gain be opened to 
employ thoſe who now trade to the Deſtruction of 
the Country: And I humbly think, his, and this 
alone, will be a Remedy ſufficient for our Diſeaſe. 

Nations who, by Luxury, Corruption, and Iguo- 
rance of their true Intereſt, have been reduced to 
Extremity; when Neceyity and Poverty rouzed them 
out of their Lethargy, their Practice has ever pro- 
ved to the World, that, when here they began, 
they found, that it was morally impoſſible to re- 
trieve their Loſſes, or to eftab!;/þ themſelves in a 
tolerable Condition for the turure, by any other 
Means, chan by reducing their Living, Cloathing, 
and other Expence, under ſuch Management, as 
to anſwer aud encourage the Labour of their own 
People; and, as I take this to be our Caſe, fo I 
take this to be the only Mean of our Relief: For, 
as I have ſaid, the Source of our Poverty is, that 
our leading Inhabitants for a long Courſe of Years 
have become a Market to enrich the inhabitants of 
other Countries, and to encourage their Manufa- 
ctures, and therefore it is plain, our only Remedy 
in this Caſe is, by their now becoming a Market to 
our own Manufactures, and a Mean of employing 
and enriching our own Natives. 

I: is, at the ſame Time, of great Importance to 
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the Intereſt of a Nation, when thoſe in it are con- 
vinced of the Neceſſity of Manufactures, that they 
diſtinguiſh thoſe Manufactures that are moſt benefi- 
cial with particular Marks of Encouragement: An 
Error here muſt be an immenſe Loſs to a Nation tor 
if the People are employed in Manufactures which 
yield only 8 or 10 per cent. Profit, inſtead of thoſe 
which yield 20 per cent. hereby the one Half of the 
Value of the Work of the Inhabitants is loſt, and 
by this Miſtake and Error immenſe Sums may be 
loſt annually ro the Country. If, at the ſame 
Time, that the Inhabitants are reduced to this low 
Game, they are employed in making Goods, for 
the Sale of which they muſt depend upon the Ca- 
price of thoſe in other Countries, and, if fo, their 
Market be uncertain, they muſt be greatly diſcou- 
raged, and will ſoon be wearied in working in 
this Manner. Now, in every wiſe Nation under 
Heaven, they are equally ſollicitous to ſecure the 
beſt Market for the Produce of their Labour, 
as they are careful ro employ them in the moſt be- 
neficial and profitable Manufactures. 

The firſt, /are/t and beſt Market tor this Purpoſe 


are the Natives and Inhabitants, and therefore 


their Uſes, Wants and Neceſſities are firſt to be con- 
ſidered, and ManutaQtures are firſt to be ſet up and 
adapted, ſo as to anſwer theſe. As it is not only 
the Duty, bur the Intereſt, of the leading Inhabi- 
rants to provide themſelves of what they want? 
from amongſt themſelves; ſo, in the Infancy ot 
Manufactures, this is abſolutely neceſſary tor them, 
or all Attempts in making Goods tor Exportation 
js vain and imaginary. Theſe two Things, there- 


fore, Gentlemen muſt have in their Eye, when 8 
they conſider of proper Remedies for the *. 5 
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of the Nation, that, as the Labour of the People 
is the only Source of Riches, ſo that Labour ought 
to be employed in thoſe Manufactures which are 
mot profitable; and next, that, tor thoſe Manu- 
factures, the beſt and ſureſt Market ought careful- 
ly to be ſecured: Hereby our People will be oc- 
cupied to the greateſt Advantage, and have the 
moſt certain Conſumpt and Encouragement tor their 
Labour. | 

And this the Gentlemen of the landed Intereſt, 
and the leading Inhabitants, have abſolutely in their 
Power. They can apply this effectual Remedy, 
if they pleaſe, without being obliged to, or dependent 
upon any but themſelves, and nothing but their 
Ignorance, Inattention or inveterate Corruption, 
can hinder it. Theſe Gentlemen are the et and 
moſt certain Market Their Uſes and Wants are 
now ſupplied from Manufactures in other Parts, 
and, it they will only now ſupply themſelves from 


h „ — 5 . 

js hen, their own Manufactures, the Inhabitants will Le 
oft Vis employed to the greateſt Advantage, their Lands will 
de improved, their Tenants enriched, and this im- 

urpoſe Þ poveriſhed Nation ſaved from Ruin. 'This is an 
ereſore VHectual Remedy, a Remedy that is eaſy, a Reme- 
e con- dy that is within our Power, and which, in the 
up and * Courſe of Things, will improve the Eſtates and 

t only advance the Gain of thoſe who promote it. 

nhabjs As Politicks have corrupted our Parties, ſo they 
want; Have, by the Addreſs of the Promoters, under- 
ncy of | mined the effential Intereſt of our Country, and 
them, falſe Principles of Trade and Manufacture are, as 
ation Was hinted at, ſpread through the Nation: Our 
landed Gentlemen, and other leading Inhabitants 
there- 5 , 
when © Have conſtant Uſe for ſuperfine and coarſe Cloths, 
Relief Drabs, Druggets, Camblets, Hats and Stockings; 
1 F their 
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the Intereſt of a Nation, when thoſe in it are con- 
vinced of the Neceſſity of Manufactures, that they 
diſtinguiſb thoſe Manufactures that are moſt benef- 
cial with particular Marks of Encouragement: An 
Error here muſt be an immenſe Loſs to a Nation; for 
if the People are employed in Manufactures which 
yield only 8 or 10 per cent. Profit, inſtead of thoſe 
which yield 20 per cent. hereby the one Half of the 
Value of the Work of the Inhabitants is loſt, and 


by this Miſtake and Error immenſe Sums may be 


loſt annually to the Country. If, at the fame 
Time, that the Inhabitants are reduced to this low 
Game, they are employed in making Goods, for 


the Sale of which they muſt depend upon the Cu- 


price of thoſe in other Countries, and, if fo, their 
Market be uncertain, they muſt be greatly diſcou- 
raged, and will ſoon be wearied in working in 
this Manner. Now, in every wife Nation under 
Heaven, they are equally ſollicitous to ſecure the 
beſt Market for the Produce of their Labour, 
as they are careful to employ them in the moſt be- 
neficial and profitable ManufaCtures. 

The firſt, ſureſt and beſt Market for this Purpoſe 
are the Natives and Inhabitants, and theretore 
their Uſes, Wants and Neceſſities are firſt to be con- 
ſidered, and ManutaQtures are firft to be ſet up ans 
adapted, ſo as to anſwer theſe. As it is not only 


the Duty, but the Intereſt, of the leading Inhabi- 


rants to provide themſelves of what ay want 
from amongſt themſelves; ſo, in the Infancy of 
Manufactures, this is abſolutely neceſſary tor them, 
or all Attempts in making Goods tor Exportation 
is vain and imaginary. Theſe two Things, there- 
fore, Gentlemen muſt have in their Eye, when 
they conſider of proper Remedies for the Relief 
vii 0 
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of the Nation, that - the Labour of the People 
isthe only Source of Riches, ſo that Labour ought 
to be employed in thoſe Manufactures which are 
mot profitable; and next, that, for thoſe Manu- 
factures, the beſt and ſureſt Market ought careful- 
ly to be ſecured. Hereby our People will be oc- 
cupied to the greateſt Advantage, and have the 
moſt certain Conſumpt and Encouragement for their 
Labour. | 

And this the Gentlemen of the landed Intereſt, 
and the leading Inhabitants, have abſolutely in their 
Power. They can apply this effectual Remedy, 
if they pleaſe, without being obliged to, or dependent 
upon any but themſelves, and nothing but their 
Ignorance, Inattention or inveterate Corruption, 
can hinder it. Theſe Gentlemen are the beft and 
moſt certain Market : 'Their Uſes and Wants are 
now ſupplied from Manufactures in other Parts, 
and, it they will only now ſupplythemſelves from 
their own ManufaCtures, the Inhabitants will be 
employed to the greateſt Advantage, their Lands will 
be improved, their Tenants enriched, and this im- 
poveriſhed Nation ſaved from Ruin. 'This is an 
effetual Remedy, a Remedy that is eaſy, a Reme- 
dy that is within oùr Power, and which, in the 
Courſe of 'Things, will improve the Eſtates and 
advance the Gain of thoſe who promote it. 

As Politicks have corrupted our Parties, ſo they 
have, by the Addreſs of the Promoters, under- 
mined the eſſential Intereſt of our Country, and 
falſe Principles of Trade and Manufacture are, as 
was hinted at, ſpread through the Nation: Our 
landed Gentlemen, and other leading Inhabitants, 
have conſtant Uſe for ſuperfine and coarſe Cloths, 
Drads, Druggets, CO Hats and W 

| eir 


their Wives and Families have Uſe for innumera- 
ble Things annually ; the manufacturing of which 

jelds 10 per cent. more Profit than the manufactur- 
ing of Linen; they have it in their Power to be- 
come a certain Market and Encouragement to their 
own Manufactures for theſe Things, without any 
Trouble or additional Expence. 

By the Gentlemen's being intoxicated with that 
pernicious Principle, that it is the Intereſt of Scot» 
land only to encourage the Linen Manufacture, theſe 
Manufactures, which are more beneficial, and for 
which we have a certain Market within ourſelves, 
are entirely diſcouraged, our People are 1dle, and 
Gentlemen are deprived of the ouly Means they 
have in their Power of enriching themſelves and 
the Country. 

And as not the fifth Part of the idle Hands we 
have in the Country are employed in the Linen 
Manufacture, thoſe who pretend to affirm that 
the introducing theſe Manufactures would ruin 
our Linen Manufacture are groſly miſtaken: To 
any impartial and cool Thinker it will appear ob- 
vious, that it would have the quite contrary Ef- 
fect; for, if we ſhall ſuppoſe, as is commonly 
calculated, that there are above a Million of Peo- 
ple in Scotland, it we ſhall ſer aſide one Tenth of 
theſe, as the leading Inhabitants, who donor, nor 
will not manufacture. Now it appears, that, at a 
Medium for 16 Vears paſt, we have exported only 
175,000 Pounds Worth of Linens in the Year; it 
we ſhall ſuppoſe the Conſumpt of Linens for our own 
Market be as much, which I believe it may, the 
whole Extent is 350,000: Now this Manufacture 
employs only 100,000 Hands at 3 J. 10 c. the 
Head, and, if we conſider the high Wages - our 
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Weavers, we cannot compute but it will amount 
to 5 J. the Head, in which Caſe there can only be 
70,000 Hands employed, tho the firſt Coſt of 
Flax be not reckoned at all. 

Indeed the Gentlemen, Who have promoted the 
Linen Manufacture, and are ſtill carrying it on, 
wreſtling with many Hardſhips and Diſcourage- 
ments, deſerve the Thanks of their Country, and 
all the Support ir can give them. Vet it is regreted 
by many, who have been in Holland, Ireland and 
other Linen Countries, that, unleſs we can equal 
them in the Expertneſs of working, the Cheapneſs 
of Wages, of Bleaching, of original Materials, 
unleſs we have the ſame publick Encouragements, 
advantageous Methods, and Addreſs, and Facility 
of making, which they are Maſters of, Things 
which cannot be obtained in our Situation, nor 
learned, but by Jong Practice and Experience; It is 
ablolutely impoſſible that the Linen Manufacture 
can be carried on to very great Extent, or great 
Profir, in Scotland: And, therefore, tho' it is to 
be regreted, there is no Probability of many more 
Hands, than thoſe we have now employed, will get 
Bread in this Manufacture. I do not mention this 
to diſcourage our Attempts in the Linen Manu- 
2 but to ſhow the Neceſſity of introducing 
others. 

For were there 300, ooo of the remaining 
800,000 Inhabitants of Scotland to be employed in 
manufacturing Goods for the Wants and Uſes of 
our own leading Inhabitants, there would nor on- 
ly be ſtill four Times more Hands left than need- 
| ful for the Linen- Manufacture, but theſe 300,000 
People thus employed in theſe Manufactures, which 
are much more profitable _ the Linen, would, 
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in a very little Time, become a more certain and a 
more beneficial Market for our Linen Manufacture 
than England is at preſent: They are, tis true, 
now not able to buy a Shirt, but often ſteal to 
themſelves or their Children, and are incapable of 
buying either the Produce of our Lands, or in- 
creaſing our Exciſe. But to what is this owing, 
but to this pernicious Principle, and the fatal Et- 
fects of it. Our Gentlemen now remit their Rents 
to ſupport the Manufactures, and inrich the Na- 
tives of other Countries, when their own People 
are idle and ſtarving. 

Were they to employ, in every County in Scot- 
land, the Inhabitants in ſuch Manufactures as are 
moſt proper trom the Situation of theſe Counties, 
and the Demands of the Inhabitants, there might | 
be in Time 300,000 People raiſed from Poveny | 
and Idleneſs to ſuch Circumſtances that they would 
moſt certainly conſume more Linens for themſelves 
and Families, and be a more certain Market tor out 
Linen Manufacture than England itſelf is at pre- 
ſent, and by our not doing fo, this Manufacture it- 
ſelf is inconceivably hurt. 

This pernicious Principle, formed for the Ad- | 
vantage of England, who give us no Thanks for | 
It, and introduced by Politicians, has loſt this Na- 
tion, within theſe twenty Years, ſuch an immenſe 
Sum, that it is ſcarce credible to thoſe who do not 
underſtand Trade. Our Linen Manufacture has | 
ſuffered, by Want of Home-Conſumpr, more than 
the Value of Linen we have exported, and beſides 
our whole Gentlemen have been made Tools to ad- 
vance the Riches of England, and have calmly 
yielded their Necks to the Yoke. | | | 

And as I now come to mention ſome of thoſe 
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Manufactures which are neceſſary to fupply the 
Wants of our Natives, and the Manner in which 
they can be introduced and ſupported in the Coun- 
try. As the woollen Manilſacture is what I have 
chiefly in my Eye Before I enter upon this Sub- 


ject, 1 will pave the Way by anſwering the Ob- 


jection againſt introducing this Manufacture into 


Scotland. Our Politicians tell us, that, if we e- 
« ſtabliſh the woollen Manufacture in Scotland, 
« the Engliſh will, in that Caſe, not buy, or con- 
« {ume, our Linen.“ | 

As I have ſhewn that the ſettling of the wool- 
len and other Manufactures in Scotland, would ve- 
ry ſoon rear up as valuable, and a much more cer- 
tain Market at home for our Linens, than the 
Engliſh now are; ſo, I hope, if it ſhall appear, that 
the Engliſþ will buy Scots Linen as readily, and to 
as great Extent, whenever we do ſo, as they do now, 
that Politicians will ſhut their Mouths for the fu- 
rure upon this Subject. 

The Foundation of all Trade, Men of Under- 
ſtanding muſt know, lies in buying, as well as ſel- 
ling, on the moſt advantageous Terms; Linen Drap- 
ers do not buy Linen our of Complaiſauce and Friend- 
ſhip, as this Objection ſeems to imply; they know 
the Nature and Art of Trade too well, to give one 
Sixthof a Penny more to their owzCountrymen for Li- 

nen, when they can purchaſe them from their great- 
eft Enemies ſo much cheaper: Therefore, were our 
Country Gentlemen to remit their whole Eftates 
to England for Goods, and never attempt to make 
one Yard of woollen Cloth, the Engiih Linen 
Drapers would not buy one Piece more from Scot- 
land than they do now, unleſs our Linens were 
better and cheaper. Upon this Footing, and upon 

19 


no other, can we expect Sale in England for our 
Linens; fo long as they are ſo cheap and good, 
as the Engliſh find it their Intereſt to buy them, 


they will do it; and the joint Intereft ot all the 


Clothiers in England could not move them to 
buy Scots Linen at a higher Price than they can 
purchaſe thoſe of the Iriſh, Dutch and other Coun- 
rries. 

Yea, tho it were poſſible for us not only to 
manufacture woollen Cloth, ſo as to anſwer the 
Conſumpt of our own Natives, but even to riva} 
the Engliſb in Exportation, which, I fear, never 
will happen, yet it is abſolutely certain, that, if 
our Linens are ſo good and cheap, that the Engliſh 
Linen Drapers find it their Intereſt to buy them, 
they will do ſo, and no Man, in his right Senſes, 
can imagine they ever will buy them upon any other 
Terms. They now buy ſeveral Articles in the Li- 
nen 'Trade from foreign Nations, who rival them 
in the woollen Manufacture, againſt whom they 
have an innate Averſjon, and which it is the Inte- 
reſt of England to keep low, becauſe the Traders 
in theſe Articles find it their private Advantage to 
do ſo; and Men in Trade will ever ad thus, nor 
will the Authority of Parliaments, the real Inte- 
reſt of their Country, or even the Bonds of Re- 
lation, make them do otherwiſe: Goods made 
perfect and ſold cheap, tho made by a Trader's mor- 

Enemy, will be greedily purchaſed by him 
before thoſe made by a Father or Brother, if not 
equally ſo; for, if any Trader acted otherwiſe, his 
Brethren of the ſame Craft would underſell him, 
and þ undermine his Buſineſs, and ruin him and his 
Family. 

I take this to be a ſolid and * 
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if we did not do ſo: Every Mean which can leſſen 


47 
political Objedtionl But, WO I apprehend, 
that, as from the Introduction of the woollen 
Manufacture a great and certain Market for our 
Linen would be reared up at home, ſo this Extent 
of Conſumpt would naturally tend to lo the Price 
of our Linens, and, in that Caſe, we have a better 
Chance for Sale in England, and fo this very Thing 
lays a Foundation for a larger Market there, than 


the Price muſt enlarge the Market; nothing can 


have ſo much Influence that Way as home Con- 


ſumption, and, as that will be greatly enlarged b 
the flouriſhing of the woollen Manufacture, fo 
both theſe ManufaCtures will be a Market to each 
other, and can afford to give each other ſuch 
Profit as will tend to make the ManufaCturers 
live, tho' they leſſen the Price on Linens exported. 
And to have done, the introducing this large 


and beneficial Manufacture would not only be 


the beſt Means of enriching the landed Intereſt, 
but it would retrieve the Reputation of our Coun- 
try, which has been loſt by our Conduct; if we 
conſider the contemptible Idea which the Engliſp 
have of our Country. How do they look upon the 
Generality of the Nation as a Set of Mercenaries? 
How do they contemn us for our Ignorance and 
Folly, in neglecting the only honeft and true Source 
of Riches, our Trade and Manufattures* How do 
they deſpiſe us for our Poverty, and our Readineſs 
to accept of Employments and Penfions? Were 
our Ears open to hear how they enlarge on theſe 
Things amongſt themſelves, and how they prove 
their infamous Aſſertions, were we —_—— ſen- 
ſible how our Charader is funk by theſe Means, 
this could not miſs to affect our Gentlemen in the 

| tendereſt 
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48.) | 
tendereſt Manner; nay, it would animate the 
whole Nation with Spirit to exert themſelves in 
retrieving the Honour ot their Country. 

Have not we the ſame Privileges with them as 


Britiſb Subjects? Have we not a Right to eſtabliſh 


Manufactures? Are we not at full Liberty to 
exert theſe? Does not Poverty and Want, Miſery 
and Neceſſity cry aloud to our Gentlemen, to unite 
together and exert themſelves in doing ſo? Are 
they ſo enſlaved that they dare not buy their 
Cloaths from their own Manufactures, nor intro- 
duce the woollen Manufacture thus into Scotland? 
Or is there any Manufa&#ure ſo beneficial, tor which 
we have ſuch certain Conſumpt, or, that Cn fo 
much improve our Lands and enrich our Gentle- 
men? If therefore either Duty or Intereſt, or Neceſ= 
Fity can influence Men, they ought to aſſume this 
Power and exert this Liberty, for this exten//ve Ma- 
nufacture; they would ſoon enrich themſelves and 
Families, they would ſoon become honeſtly weal- 
thy, and eaſy in their Circumſtances, and be raiſ- 
ed above that fatal Neceſſity, which has laid them 
ſo much open to Corruption; yea this large and 
beneficial Manufacture would lay a Foundation 
for Employment, and handſome Support to. their 
133 Children, who are now obliged either to 
iter at home, a heavy Charge upon their Friends, 
or to go abroad to ſeek Subſiſtance, and it would 
be a Mean of enriching thouſands of their Off- 
ſpring to future Generations, 

And it we conſider that when England. is en- 
riched /o many Millions annually by the wool- 
len Manufacture, can we ſuppoſe our ſaving ſome- 
thing by cloathing our own Natives in Scotland 
will at all affect their Trade, or give any Engl 

Clothier 
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Clothier Concern, M Fre * ſix Dealers who 
monopolize this Trade to Scotland, this is fo ar- 
rant a 'T rifle to them that they muſt deſpiſe and o- 
verlook it. And when we conſider the other vaſt 
Sums which England annually drains from us by 
our Great Men's conſtantly reſiding at London, by 
the vaſt Confluence, of our Inhabitants who are con- 
tinually reſorting thither of all Ranks and Stations, 


by the Remittance of our Taxes, by the Intereſt of 


lent Money, which is owing upon Eſtates in Scot- 
land to the Engliſh; if we conſider what vaſt Sums 


they get every Year tor that vaſt and expen/ive Ar- 


ticle of Silks, and every other Thing that is made 
uſe of for our Women's Attire; and that our whole 
Shop-keepers throughout all Scotland, are juſt ſo ma- 
ny Agents and Gatherers of Money for England, for 
China, Sugar, and other Grocery Wares, 2 tanned 
Leather, for Toys and Babbles, 72 that expenſive Ar- 
ticle of hard Ware and Brimmingham Goods, for 
Gold and Silver Plate, Fewels, Watches, &c. for 
Soap, Moyhair, Gold and Silver Laces, Pewter, Iron- 
Work, and innumerable other Articles: Nay, there 
is ſcarcely any Thing we have uſe for but we have 
from nd and there is hardly Shop-keeper in 
Scotland but keeps a Magazine of their Goods. If 
we conſider how theſe Men ſwarm all over the 
Country, and what vaſt Sums they collect every 
Year tor England, we muſt be convinced, nay the 
Engliſb themſelves muſt be ſo, that the allowing our 
poor Natives to buy their own' Cloaths at home is 
ſuch an Act of Charity, that it cannot be ſuppoſ- 
ed, when otherwiſe they are ſuch vaſt Gainers by 
45, that they are deſtitute of ſo much Compaſſion 
as to grudge it; if they ſhould, they are barba- 
rouſly cruel, and we are in a worſe — _ 
re 
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Ireland, a conquered Country, which is allowed all 
Sorts of woollen Manufactures, and without the 
Influence of which upon their Linen, it could not 
have been brought to that Perfection it is now. 
Nay it is undoubtedly the Intereſt of Britain, 
that we in Scotland ſhould be as expert in the wool- 


len Manufacture as they are in England; for, how- 


ever, a Number of Manufacturers in one Part may 
complain from private Intereſt, that thoſe of ano- 
ther Part of Britain are ſetting up the fame Ma- 
nufacture: Yet their doing fo mult effectually pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Nation in general, and 
the Revenue of the Crown. The Engliſh chiefly de- 
pend upon foreign Markets tor the Sale of their 
Cloaths and woollen Goods, and as they are Ma- 
ſters of that Manufacture, large as it is now, yea, 
tho' it were carried on to a greater Extent, they 
have a very large Market to provide and ſupply ; 
and had they much greater Numbers of Hands 
to ſpare, from their other numerous Manufactures, 
than they have. they have Uſe for them all in this; 
ſo that the Loſs of not cloathing our own poor 
Countrymen is not to be mentioned, nor can it be 
reckoned any at all to them, who have abundance 
of Conſumpt otherwiſe for all the Cloaths they 
make. But it muſt be a great Advantage to Brj- 
tain in general, and eſpecially to the Revenues, if 
by this Manufacture, this Country, which is ſo poor 
and uncultivaed, and yet, which is ſo conſiderable 
a Part of Great Britain, can be improven, and there- 
by thouſands of People, who are idle and conſe- 
quently a Burthen on the Nation, who are poor 
and do not add one Shilling to the Revenue, can 
be made the Inſtruments ot enriching both: No- 
thing can be of more Advantage to Britain than 
£0 


I 

to have thoſe Parts of E. which are whol- 
ly deſolate, and thoſe Inhabitants employed who 
are the molt uſeleſs and idle; and indeed it this, or 
ſome ſuch general and effectual Remedy be nor 
ſet on Foot, ſo as to relieve the ſinking Intereſts of 
the landed Gentlemen; our Nobility and Gentry 
muſt be reduced to ſuch Circumſtances, that they 
will either be an annual Charge upon the Crown 
for Bread, or be pinched for want; ſo that it is the 
Intereſt of the Crown to prevent an Expence which 
will every Yearbeenlarged, as it is evidently the 
Advantage of the Revenue that ſo great an Additi- 
on be made to the Exciſe and other Taxes, the cer- 
tain conſequence of this Manutacture taking Place 
in Scotland. 

Beſides the Surplus of all we gain in Scotland, 
by the Employment of our poor Natives in this 
or any other Manufacture, except what is juſt ne- 
ceſſary to carry on our Labour and Trade, will 
probably by various Channels be ever conveyed 
from us again into London, which is the Seat of 
Empire and of Trade. For were it poſſible for us 
to hope, that this poor Country ſhould by a con- 
ſtant and regular Employment of their Inhabitants 
acquire Wealth, yer this would be conſtantly pour- 
ed into England by the Trade. 

It would be accounted a very narrow way of 
thinking, and highly hurtful to the Wealth and 
Power of the Publick, to allow that a tew. Men 
ſhould monopolize a Trade, and deprive others of 
it, who being admitted, would add vaſtly to the 
Wealth and Power of the whole Community; or ſhould 
the County of York ſay, by depriving the next 
Counties of the woollen Manufacture, the County 


of Tork would grow immenſely rich, and all its 
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Poor would be K * they would gain 
more than they do now, when this Manufacture is 
diſperſed into ſo many Counties: I would ask our 
Politicians, if this could be eſteemed good Rea- 
ſoning ? When the other Counties conld ſow, that 
by their being admitted to carry on this Manuta- 
cture, greater Numbers of Briti/þ Subjects would 
be maintained and employed, and a greater Wealth 
acquired annually to the Publick, tho' by its being 
diſperſed amongſt more Hands, ſome particn/ar 
Perſons would not reap ſo great Benefit as when 
confined to themſelves, yet is it not from a pa- 
rallel way of Reaſoning that ſome would deprive 
poor Scotland of the ſame Advantages in Manufa- 
Etures which England enjoy, and which is ſecured 
to them by the Articles of the Union, which can 
be ſhewn would vaſtly add to the Power and 
Wealth of Britain. And indeed the corrupt and 
contiary Politicks we have unbappily adopted in 
Scotland, has leſſened the Common-wealth, and 
ſunk. the Grandeur of the Nation: Such dangerous 
Politicks has introduced jealouſies and Miſunder- 
ſtandings between us; and we are ſo oppreſſed in 
our Taxes and Trade, that /ome are enraged, and 
others are diſpirited. By theſe our numerous Poor 
has increaſed, for Want of Trade and Money to 
employ them, and become a Burden on the Re- 


mainder; the Value and Rents of our Lands have 


fallen, and our Gentlemen are reduced to poorer 
Circumſtances than the Manufacturers in England; 


and we are become ſo weak and diſpirited, as we 


are not capable to defend ourſelves againſt a to- 
reign Enemy, were we invaded. And it Things be 
not redreſſed, to what may not Deſpair and Po- 
verty reduce us? The whole Community may be- 

come 


5 
come turbulent and A and be ready to em- 
brace any Change to alter their Condition. God 
Almighty prevent theſe Evils; but Iam afraid they 
will be the Conſequences, it we continue to fol- 
low ſuch unhappy Maxims in Politicks. 
Thus I have endeavoured to remove theſe Ob- 


jections which are too often made againſt the intro- 


ducing the woollen Manufacture into Scotland; 
and as I humbly conceive that upon our doing fo 
depends the only and effectual Remedy of our Po- 
verty, ſo I hope I will be excuſed in inſiſting ſo 
long, and repeating ſeveral Things, in order to 
remove the common Prejudices againſt it. 

I propoſe this large and extentive Manufacture 
as the firſt and principal Cure for our Poverty, be- 
cauſe as it is the greateſt Source of Riches, and 
brings an immenſe Treaſure every Year to England, 
ſo, it ſettled in Scotland, in a few Years it would, 
without any other Remedy, ſoon enrich this poor 
Country; and likewiſe becauſe the Gentlemen in 
the Country have this Mean of ſaving their Eſtates 
in their own Power: So that it is both an effectual 
Remedy, and can be e applied if they pleaſe. 
And as in our preſent Circumſtances this Manufa- 
cture, which is the moſt beneficial and exteii/rve one 
in the World, cannot be introduced into this Coun» 
try, nor eſtabliſbed on a ſolid Foundation, unleſs the 
leading Inhabitants in the Country unite together. 
In doing fo, I ſhall firſt ſhow of what Importance 
this Manufacture muſt he to the whole Nation, and 
what Advantages muſt accrue trom it to every Per- 
ſon whatever. I ſhall point out thoſe Counties it 
ought to be ſettled in, as I have ſhown the Proprie- 
tors of the Lands the eſpecial Benefit they will reap 
by it, I ſhall ſhow the Manner how it ought to be 
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introduced, and 6 Obſtructions which 
have hitherto prevented its taking Place in Scot- 
land, and ſhow how they can be removed. 

Were the landed Gentlemen to unite in a De/izn, 
1n order to enrich themſelves and Families by the 
Sweat and Labour of others: Were they to form 
4 Project to make all the lower Inhabitants Tools 
to advance their Intereſt alone, they could not take 
ſo ſure and effectual a Way as uniting together in 
ſettling this Manufacture in Scotland. Gentlemen, 
whole Intereſt is ſo much promoted by this Ma- 
nufacture, muſt puſh it forward, or it will never 
be introduced nor ſuhſiſt. And not only they, but all 
thoſe Gentlemen whoſe Employments entirely de- 
pend upon others, are deeply concerned, in Point 
of Intereſt, to promote it; Lawyers, Phyſicians, 
Writers, Surgeons, Clerks, &c. none of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, how great ſoever their Merits, Parts and 
Pretenſions to Gain may be, add one Shilling to the 
real Riches of the Nation, but depend not only 
for their Riches, but even tor the Supply of their 
Neceſſities upon the landed Gentlemen, and the 
Sweat and Induſtry of the reſt of the Nation; it is 
but common Fuſtice therefore in ſuch to ſupport 
thoſe by whom they live: And indeed they cannot 
take a more effectual Method of ſecuring their own 
Intereſt; for according as the Wealth and Riches 
of the other Inhabitants are increaſed, ſo will their 
Gains and 2 be. Theſe Gentlemen are all 
a ſort of Factors for the reſt of the Nation, and 
they can only expect to be rewarded according to 
the Circumſtances of their Employers; and fo far as 
they advance theſe, they in the ſtricteſt Senſe ad- 
vance their ows Intereſt, the Increaſe of Trade and 


Ma- 


( 5s ) 
Manufacture being 3 Means of increaſing 
their Gains and enlarging their Employments. 
We ſhall ſuppoſe that the leading Inhabitants 
in Scotland give every Year above One hundred 


thouſand Pounds for Cloths and other Woollen 


Goods to England, which is juſt ſo much Caſh 
given away to advance the Lands and enrich the 
Inhabitants there inſtead of their own : If they 
would beſtow this Money in Scotland, it would 
effeaually cheriſh and ſupport the woollen Manufa- 
cture; and this whole Sum, unleſs the f Coft of 
ſome Spaniſh Wool, which we can import as caſily 
into Scotland as they do into England, would go to 
improve our Lands, and enrich our Inhabitants: So 
that the Odds is much more than that Sum of Loſs 
to the Country. Upon the other hand, we ſhall 
ſuppoſe that this Country is drained of an unknown, 
tho a vaſt Sum of pure Caſh for French Wine, if 
inſtead of importing Wines from France, our Gen- 
tlemen would import them from Portugal and 
Spain, they would take of our coarſe woollen Gocds 
or all the Wines we had Occaſion for; by which 
we would enlarge the Conſumpt of this Manufa- 
ture to a great Extent. c 
Upon theſe two important Things depends one 
chief Mean of the Relief of our Poverty; hereby 
200,000). annually would be ſaved to the Coun- 
try, and particularly to the landed Intereſt: The 
flouriſhing of our woollen Manufactures, and the 
diſcouraging of French Wine, are ſo interwoven, that 
I have theretore mentioned them together. 
Again, ſuppoſing the Amount of all the free 
Rents in Scotland to be one Year with another a- 
bout 1,300,000 J. if ſo much: Now this is the 
preſent Fund tor ſupporting the landed Gentlemen 
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and their Families, NM all theſe other Gentlemen 
whoſe Bread depends upon the reſt of the Nation; 
for Lawyers, Phyſicians, Writers, Surgeons ,Mer- 
chants, and others, have no other Fund for the 
Support of their Employments than what they can 
catch of this Money: It therefore the landed Gen- 
tlemen, and they, will thus extend this beneficial 
Manufacture, which they can do in time if the 

pleaſe, and at the ſame time diſcourage Frenc 

Wine, and open a Market for our Manufactures 
in Spain and Portugal, by importing Wines from 
thence, a Sum nigh equal to one fifth of the 
Rents of the whole Nation would be ſaved; for 
we may juſtly deduce two thirteen Parts of theſe, 
as ſpent in Caſh by our own Inhabitants in Eng- 
land, or remitted tor Debts and Goods there; by 
this means the whole Nation would become one 
fifth richer; which Increaſe would circulate to the 
Advantage of every Individual in proportion to the 
Value of their Lands, and the Nature and Extent 
of their Employments. And if this large and ex- 
tenſive Manufacture were thus univerſally cheriſh- 
ed and encouraged, our Inhabitants, whoſe Living 


and Labour are cheaper than in England, might be 


trained up by Practice to be as expert and perfect 
in it, and to fell as cheap, if not cheaper, than 
the Engliſh, ſo as that in time we might equal them 
at a foriegn Market; and ſo this Manufacture 
might be extended to ſuch a Degree as it might be 

the Source of the greateſt Riches to Scotland. 
This Hint may ſhew to every one, that there can 
be nothing propoſed which would be of greater 
Importance to the Nation, nor any thing which 
would ſo much advance the Intereſt of every one 
in 
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57 
in it, excepting oss A who deal to the De- 
ſtruction of the Country. 

Next, as to 7boſe Counties in which it is moſt 
proper to ſettle this Manufacture, and theſe I rake 
to be Mid-Lothian, Eaft= Lothian tor fine Cloths 
and other better Sorts of woollen Goods, and the 
Shire of Teviotdale tor the coarſer Sorts. 'The 
Shires of Mid- Lotbian and Eaſt-Lothian not on- 
ly are moſt proper, as being near the City of E- 
dinburgh, which is the Metropolis, and the great- 
eſt Market in the Kingdom for theſe Goods; but 
as theſe two Shires were formerly the Seat of the 
woollen Manufacture for fine Cloths in Scotland, 
ſo there are ſtill extant in them ſeveral Manufa- 
cturers, and many of the Inhabitants of both Shires 
are trained to the ſpining of woollen Varn: But 
the Plan that follows is conceived ſo as to encou- 
rage all the Manufacturers of woollen Goods 
throughout Scotland without Diſtinction, ſo that 
every Gentleman will have Acceſs to give Coun- 
tenance and Encouragement to thoſe who inhabite 
his Grounds. 

And having ſhown the Importance of the woollen 
Manufacture, and how deeply the landed Intereſt 
is concerned to promote it, I come now to men- 
tion the Way how this Treaſure of Riches can be 
introduced into Scotland; and, indeed, here we 
meet with Difficulties which muſt either be re- 
— or this national Good will never take 

ace. 

To expect that Merchant and Traders, who 
now make large and handſome Profits by ſelling 
Engliſh Cloth, will introduce it, is vain and fool- 
liſh; they have no Lands to improve, their Inte- 


reſt will not be one Bit advanced by the Introdu- 
| ction 
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Etion of it; nay, not only ſo, but their preſent 
beneficial Trade will be ruined by its being intro- 
duced: And, in the Manner this Manufacture 
ought to be ſettled in the Country, their Profits 
will be abridged, and they muſt then be Loſers 
by what they are now. So that Views of their 
Aſſiſtance, in this Matter, are as ridiculous, as to 
propoſe to Courtiers to lay down their Offices, ra- 
ther as vote tor the Miniſtry: To expect, there- 
fore, they will be ſo ſelt-denied, as to ſerve the 
landed Intereſt at their own Expence is altogether 
a Whim. 

It muſt be thereforeintroduced by the joint Una- 
nimity and Intereſt of the landed Gentlemen of 
the Nation, and of the leading Inhabitants: Their 
Fortunes, their Employments and Families, de- 

pend upon doing ſo; and, if neither theſe, nor 

the ſaving of their Country from Ruin and Pover- 
ty, will move them to a reſolute and vigorous At- 
tempt of this Kind, they may /tick in the Mire 
till they ſink before ever Merchants or Traders 
pity or relieve them. 

If they pleaſe they may relieve themſelves, and 

this they have abſolutely in their own Power in- 
dependent of King or Parliament, Politicians, 
Merchants, or all others; and, it they exert 
themſelves, they cannot fail of Succeſs: For, if 
they unanimouſly unite in becoming 4 Market to 
their own woollen Manufactures; if they come 
under a Bond or Obligation to do ſo; if they 
convince the Merchants and Manufacturers, they 
are thus reſolute in purſuing their own Intereſt, 
and unite in advancing Money to promote it, this 
Manufacture, with all its Advantages, muſt be 
ſertled in the Kindom in ſpite of all — 
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I ſay, they mult F Sea becoming a Mar- 
ket to this Manufacture, and come under the 
ſtrongeſt Ties ro wear nothing bur Scots Cloth 
and this is ab/0/utely neceſſary on ſeveral Accounts, 
which are obvious: Firſt, Unleſs they do ſo, no 
Manufacture can be eſtabliſhed, for no Sale, no 
Conſumption can be had for it, as has been fully 
ſhewn already: And, next, unleſs they oblige 
themſelves to be a conſtant Market to this Manu- 
facture, what Trader, what Manufacturer, will 
engage in it, or employ his Stock in carrying it on; 
or, it the Exgliſb pour down Cloth, in order to 
undermine this Manufacture in Scotland, and un- 
derſell us in the Price, Which may be the Caſe at 
firſt; unleſs the Gentlemen, whoſe Intereft is ſo 
highly advanced by it, reſolutely ſupport thoſe con- 
cerned in it; unleſs they become bound to do fo 
upon all Hazards, the People immediately con- 
cerned in it, tho', during the Continuance of the 
Reſolutions of the Gentlemen to encourage ir, 
they have Subſiſtence; yet, as our Gentlemen s Re- 
ſolutions are eſteemed by Traders, and that from 
Experience, to be no great Security without a fur- 
ther Obligation, if, in Fact, they ſhould break 
them, all that the Traders and Manufacturers 
concerned would get by being engaged mult be the 
Loſs of their Stocks for their Pains. It is, therefore 
abſolutely neceſlary that our Gentlemen give Se- 
curity to thoſe whom they can prevail upon to 
ſet up the woollen ManufaQture, that they ſhall 
promote it by their conſtant Conſumpt, and, as by 
this Means, they will encourage many Hands to 
engage in it, ſo, by the Method propoſed, it will 
be obvious to themſelves, that the Price of Cloths 
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60 
will be ſo rexulared* as * ſhall run no Hazard 
in being impoſed upon by doing ſo. 

And, in the next Place, in order to give the out- 
_ Security to thoſe Traders and Merchants, 
whom they can prevail with to introduce and cat- 
ry on this Manufacture, that they ought to ſtand 
by them with their Intereſt, they ought to advance 
Money to them, in order to carry it on. From 
what has been ſaid, it will appear obvious, that 
they cannor beſtow Money more for their own In- 
tereſts. Bur, leaſt this Propoſal ſhould alarm them, 
I propoſe, they ſhould do this in ſuch a Manner, 
as they ſhall not run any Hazard of Jong any 
Part of this Money advanced, but that it ſhall be 
effectually ſecured to them, and only ſerve for a 
Pledge for their unanimous Aſſiſtance in forward- 
ing the Conſumpt of this Manufacture, which ter- 
minates wholly in their own Intereſt, and a Mean 
of procuring ſome Trader of Underſtanding and 
Fortune to undertake the Managment of it. 

I ſhall ſuppoſe then that the Gentlemen, from 
a Senſe of their own Intereſt, ſhall enter into an 
unanimous Reſolution to wear Scots Cloth ; and, 
in order to ſet on Foot ſufficient Manufactures to 
furniſh this, they ſhall, by their Intereſt, prevail 
with a conſiderable Number of Merchants, Shop- 
keepers and 'Traders, to engage in carrying on 
the woollen Manufacture. I ſhall ſuppoſe that their 
Stocks may be of real Value, thirty thouſand 
Pounds, and that they actually advance men- 
thouſand Pounds in this Attempt, upon the Condition 
that the Gentlemen, whoſe Intereſt is chiefly pro- 
moted by this Manufacture, ſhall advance other 
twenty thouſand Pounds: I would not chuſe to 
miſlead Gentlemen, and therefore would nor _ 

| them 


61 
them to become Partners with the Merchants, be- 
cauſe, to tell the real Truth, they have been often 
made great Loſers by doing ſo. 

But then, as the Gentlemen's Intereſt is chiefly 
advanced by this Deſign, they ought to advance 
this Money frankly upon this Company's Security 
upon Intereſt, obliging themſelves ro fink their 
Sums, if they withdraw their Conſumpt and Sale 
from this Manufacture, which, according to the 
Plan, is to be conducted in ſuch a Manner, and 
under ſuch Rules, as no Part of this Money can 
be loft, nor no Frauds can be committed, either 
by Merchants or Manufacturers. 

It four hundred Gentlemen of the landed Inte- 
reſt, and of the other leading Inhabitants, were 
to ſign a Note, payable to this Company, of fitty 
Pounds each, (this makes up the Sum of twenty 
thouſand Pounds) every Gentleman runs only the 
Risk of fiſty Pounds Sterling. The Money is 
ſecured in the Hands of a rich Company, as fate 
as if it were in the Bank: From the Method in 
which this Manufacture is propoſed to be carried 
on, the principal Stock runs no Risk of being 
impaired; and, for the Intereſt, the Company is 
to pay this annually, ſo that the Gentlemen here 


are only advancing Money on good Security, in 


order to procure Hands to advance their own In- 
tereſt: And, of this fifty Pounds, they may on- 
ly be bound to advance twenty, till ſuch Time 
as a Trial be made, and they be fully ſatisfied of 
the whole Management and the Effects of it: And, 
indeed, the leading Inhabitants of the Country 
cannot be at too great Pains to perſuade and gain 
Traders to engage in earneſt in ſetting up this 
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62 
Manufacture, nor be too careful to have it ſettled 
on a fixed and certain Foundation. 

And therefore the whole Deſign ought to be 
conducted and managed by the Gentlemen as 
well as the Merchants, and that in ſuch a Manner 
as that thoſe Obſtructions be effectually removed, 
which truly have prevented this profitable Manu- 
facture from taking Place hitherto in Scotland; 
and, therefore, as the Gentlemen ought to em- 
ploy all their Intereſt to procure ſuch a Number 
of honeſt, underſtanding and rich Traders as may 
form this Company, as they ought to give them 
the outmoſt Encouragement poſſible, ſeeing, 
hereby, they procure ſo many Hands to work tor 
their own Intereſt; ſo this Company ought to be 
laid under ſuch Rules as they ſhall be obliged to 
exert themſelves to the outmoſt in promoting this 
Manufacture, and they ought to be laid under ſuch 
Reſtrictions, that it ſhould not be in their Power 
to impoſe either upon Gentlemen or Manufacturers. 
For this End the Traders concerned ought to ad- 
vance an equal Stock with the Gentlemen, and 
ſuppoſe it is twenty thouſand Pounds, their real 
Stocks ought to amount to double that Sum, that 
ſo the Gentlemen may have ſufficient Security for 
their Money: They ought to admit an equal 
Number of Gentlemen with themſelees, to be 
choſen by the other Gentlemen, to inſpe# their 
whole Management and Condu#, that ſo this great 
and beneficial Manufacture may be carried on in 
the moſt advantageous and certain Manner, for 
the Intereſt of the Nation: And the Gentlemen 
ought to be particularly careful, that the Mer- 
chants in this Company come under ſuch Regula- 
tions, as to prevent thoſe OhHtructions which — 


6 
Manufacture has * hc * by the Manage- 
ment of our Scots Merchants, who, tho' they pre- 
tended to encourage it, did, by their deceitful Pra- 
ctices, undermine and ruin it: And, as I have free- 
y wrote my Thoughts concerning the Conduct 
of the Gentlemen, ſo I ſhall as ſeverely examine 
the bad Conduct of our Merchants, that it may 
be effectually guarded againſt by the Gentlemen, 
if this national Good take Place. 

And, firt, It is an old Obſervation that all Men are 
generally led by their Intereſt, and as our Mer- 
chants, ſince the Union, have been involved in 
the Engl Trade, and in Debt to England, and 
have dealt much more in Engliſþ than Scots Cloth, 
it has therefore ever been their Intereſt to diſcou- 
rage the Sale of the laſt, and many of them have 
been at Pains to hinder People from buying it, and 
Taylors, whoſe Opinion is often taken by Gentle- 
men, have been influenced, and this Artifice ſo far 
hath prevailed, that many of them are become 
Tools to deſtroy it, and, unleſs they ſhould have 
ated a Part deſtructive of their own Intereſt, 
they muſt have prefered that Article in which they 
were moſt concerned, and Men generally will do o; 
and, ſo long as Merchants are concerned in two 
different Intereſts, they will throw the Balance 
to that which will moſt tend to their own private 
Advantage, and deal to the greateſt Extent in that 
Article which brings in the moſt Profit. 

The Gentlemen can remedy this Evil, by ad- 
mitting no Merchant to be one of the Company, 
unleſs ſuch as have no Concern in the Exgliſhꝭ Cloth 
Trade, or who will come under an Engagement 
to give it up; and they ought all ro come under 
the ſtricteſt Obligation to lay out themſelves ſole- 
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64) 
ly to promote and + We the Intereſt of the 
woollen Manufacturers, and of the woollen Ma- 
nufactures of Scotland. 

24ly, When the Merchants, in order to pleaſe 
ſome particular Cuſtomers, did buy Scots Cloth, 
they generally kept the Manufacturers long out 
of their Money, and, as the Stocks of ſuch were 
ſmall, this occaſioned not only a Stagnation in their 
Trade, but it conſiderably augmented the Price 
of their Cloths, eſpecially, as ſometimes it hap- 
pry that the Merchants broke, and gave Way, 
which the poor Manufacturers were made con- 
ſiderable Loſers: To prevent this, the Manufa- 
cturers ought to have their Money paid immedi- 
ately upon Delivery of their Cloth. 
3dly, The Merchants have generally exacted 
too great Profit, which hath effectually prevented 
this beneficial Manufacture from taking Place in 
Scotland; and, in order to remedy this Evil which 
ſtrikes at the Root of the whole, the Merchants 
concerned in this Company ought to take the ſmal- 
left Profit poſſible; and their Profits ought to be 
laid on under the Inſpection and Approbation of 
the Gentlemen concerned, and ſuch Rules and 
Reſtrictions ought to be laid down in this Matter, 
that it ſhould nor be in their Power to exact any 
more from any Perſon than the Price ſo affixed. 
And that the Price may be made as low as poſ- 
ſible, than which nothing can more tend to the 
flouriſhing of this Manufacture, the Merchants 
muſt be tied down not to give any Credit for Goods, 
but ſell all at ready Money: For, if once Credit 
were given, the whole Stock would be ingroſs'd 
into Debtors Hands, who, for Years, would not 


return it, in which Caſe this Trade muſt ſtop " 
che 


"” 11 ( 6 ) 8 8 
the Ruin of the whole Country: Therefore, as 
there ought to be a fixed Price, ſo there ought to 


be nothing ſold but for ready Money; and, by 
this means, there will not only be a quick 
tation promoted, ſo that the Company can trade 
in the Year to double their Stock, but it will 
appear, as we go along, they can ſell Scots Cloth 
ſo cheap that the Buyers will find it their own In- 
tereſt ro pay ready Money tor it. | 
4thly, The Merchants were guilty of another 


Practice more deſtructive than any yet mentioned 


to this beneficial Manufacture, and which effectual - 
lyruined it; and that was, They were in Uſe to ſell 
EngliſþCloth under the Colour of Scots, and, - this 
means impoſed upon the Country in a moſt un- 
pardonable Manner: When this Fraud became 
general aſter the Union, it was lookt upon as ſuch 
a notorious Piece of Deceit by all true Lovers of 
Scotland, that they were not only enraged againſt 
the Authors of it, but the Country was perfectly 
diſcouraged from buying Scots Cloth, as not being 
certain of having it; and, as ſuch a Practice would 
be of the moſt dangerous Conſequences in this 
Undertaking, fo it cannot be too carefully guard- 

ed againſt. | 
To which Purpoſe, all the Merchants concerned 
ought not only to give up dealing in the Eng- 
% Cloth Trade, but ought to allow no Cloth to 
be given out of their Ware-houſe ro thoſe that 
deal in Engliſp Cloth; for, under the Colour of 
one Piece of Scots Cloth, they may tell twenty 
Piece of FngliſÞ: Nay, the Merchants concerned 
ought to give their Oaths, that no Eag// Cloth 
ſhall ever be admitted into their W arc-bouſe. 
And, laftly, Every Piece of woollen Goods ad- 
I mitted 
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- mitted into this Wang ought not only to 


be marked with the Maker's Name and Place of 
his Abode, but they ought both to be famped by 
public Authority, and ſealed with a Seal, kept 
by the Gentlemen for this Purpoſe, before any 
ſuch Goods can be expoſed in the Warehouſe. 

Under theſe, and any other Rules the Gentle- 
men think proper, the Company of Merchants and 
Traders ought to be intruſted with the Manage- 
ment ol the Money allotted for this Manufacture. 
How this Stock can be laid out moſt for the En- 
couragement of this Manufacture, by the Gentle- 
men and Merchants, is the next Thing to be en- 
quired into, or, in what Manner Manufacturers 
are to be emplolyed, ſo as their peculiar Frauds 
and Impoitions may be guarded againſt, and all 
the Manufacturers throughout Scotland, beſides 
theſe in the Country mentioned, may haveequal 
Encouragement. 

When we caſt our Eye backward, and conſi- 
der how often Gentlemen and Merchants, when 
in Company with Manufacturers and Clothiers, 
have been cheatcd out of their Stocks, it will ap- 
pear abſolutely neceſſary to guard againſt this Danger. 
The Company of Neu-milus were ruined by the 
Fraud and groſs Impoſitions of theſe People; for they 
being ignorant in a great Meaſure themſelves of 
the i Cot of Materials, Charges of Workman- 
ſhip, and the preciſe Quantity of Wool which e- 
very Piece of Cloth required, of the tear and 
wear of Utenſils, Ec. They were ſubjected to the 
Fraud of the immediate Overſeers and Manufactu- 
rers, who enriched themſelves to the Ruin of their 
Maſters; and this with the exorbitant Salaries 
which they allowed their Clerks and Servants, 

was 


67 
was ſuch a Load Ne this Accaufiftare, that it 


drained the Profits of the Company, and augment- 
ed the Price ot their Cloths. Eh fe 
After the Union, how far ſome concerned in 
this Manufacture were influenced by the Engliſh is 
uncertain. Perhapsthis Influence weighed with ſome, 
and this Impoſition of the Manufacturers with o- 
thers, to give it up: And, I apprehend, it will never 


fare better with Merchants, or Gentlemen con- 


cerned in this Manner in Company with Manufa- 
cturers, for they have ſuch Opportunities of, and 
ſuch a large Field for Fraud, that they will ever 
be tempted to undermine the Company's Intereſt, 
and facrifice it to their own private Gain: The 
Fate of moſt of the large Companies that ever 
have been in Scotland proves the Truth of this, and 
this Deceit of Manufacturers has been one princi- 
pal Cauſe of the Ruin of all our Projects of this 
Kind in Scotland. To ſecure the Company's Stock, 
and to prevent this Evil, as well as to extend the 
real Benefit of this Manufacture to all Manufactur- 
ers whatſoever, the Company ought ro employ 
all and each of them without Diſtinction, and to 
afford them Money for all Sorts of woollen Cloth, 
and other woollen Goods, at ſuch a fixed Price as 


they can agree on. The Manufacturers who now 


are in theſe Counties, or all others whom it ſhall 
be found neceſſary to bring into them, ought to 
run all Risk in making the Goods themſelves, 
to furniſh all Materials and Utenſils, and deliver 
the Cloths and other woollen Goods at a certain 
Price, by which Means this Evil is prevented, and 
it will not be in their Power to impoſe upon the 
Company one Farthing. 
If this forty thouſand Pounds be employed as 
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a Fund for — different Clothiers, 
and woollen Manufacturers without Diſtinction, 
it will promote Emulation amongſt them, it will 
increaſe the Numbers of ſuch Men, who are the 
Riches of the Country, and diffuſe the Advantage 
to all the Lands inhabited by Clothiers, and will 
haye a more general and univerſal Influence than 
to confine it to a Company. This I take to be 
the ſafeſt, and beſt way of laying out this Mo- 
ney, for the Adyantage of the . and of this 
Manufacture. 
Me ſhall therefore conſider the Circumſtances of 
our Manufacturers, the Haraſbips they iy under, 
and in what Manner they ought to be aſſiſted, fo 
as to give them the greate/} Encouragement. And 
1/}, Though immediately after the Diſſolution of 
. New-milu's Manufacture, there were many expert 
and perfetClothiers in Scotland, yet they ſoon went 
off the Stage; and for ſome time there was a perfect 
Stop put to making of Cloths in this Country. 
Within theſe few Years ſeveral of their Succeſſors 
have been taken by the Hand, by ſome eminent 
_ Encouragers of this Manufacture, and now both 
their Spirit and Skill are in a great Meaſure reviv- 
ed; but yet it will be neceſſary, if this Deſign 
be execute, to bring ſome right Hands from Eng- 
and, wnich can eaſily be had. 
24ly, The Manufacturers have been hitherto upon 
a very unequal footing as to Encouragement : Theſe 
of them who have been ſo lucky as to get into the 
Favour of Friends and Cuſtomers have had Bread, 
but then the greateſi Number of them have met with 
no ſuch Encouragement here; theſe,tho'equally as de- 
ſerving, have been oblig'd in a Manner to ſtarve: Now 
it chey had been all put upon the ſame . 
; : : . oot= 
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Footing as to Encouragement, it would have pro. 
moted Emulation amongftchem, a Thing abſolute. 


neceſſary to advance Induſtry, and to extend 


1 
this national Good. 


This Company, therefore, ought to agree to 
give all and each of them Encouragement with- 
out Diſtinction; and every Manufacturer and 
Clothier ſhould be placed on the ſame impartial 
Footing, and not one ſhould be preferred before ano- 
ther, but only upon the Account of the Perfection 
and Goodneſs of their Work. 

3dly, The Manufacturers have had no Know- 
ledge how, and leſs — to provide themſelves 
with the original Materials neceſfary for carrying 
on this Manufacture, and being obliged to buy them 
at ſecond hand, in ſinall Parcels, and at improper 
Seaſons, this bad Management, which they could 
not help, has added to the Expence of Scots Cloth 
not a little, To remedy this, the Managers oughr 
to provide and furniſh them with all original Ma- 
terials, imported from the firſt hands, and bought 
at the beſt Market, in as eaſy a Manner as poſſible, 
and the Clothiers ought to have theſe at the fr 
Coſt, including the Charges of Importation: And 
this Company can be of the greateſt Uſe to leſſen 
the Price of the original Materials in this manner, 
far below even what the Eng/iſb Clothiers general - 
ly pay for them, which will be of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to this Manufacture: For it has been 
found by Experience, that by Exportation of our 
home Manufacture to Spain, the Wooll in return 
may be imported from the very Place of its Growth, 
which was the conſtant Practice of a Merchant in 
this Country, by which he found that the Cuothiers 
could be provided with Spanjo Wooll * 
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O 
than theſe * it AF England; for the 
Clothiers in England are ſupplied in Wooll by the 
Blackuall- hall Factors, and they again purchaſe it 
from the foreign Merchants, ſo that two heavy Pro- 
fits are added to the Coſt, before it is put into ma- 
ny of the Manufacturers Hands in England. 

4 by, The whole of the woollen Manufacturers 
in this Country have hitherto been working like 
Ulind Men in a Mire; the very Fabrick, Nature, 
and Kind of ſeveral Branches of the woollen Trade 
are misjudged; fo that Goods which coſt them the 
{ame Labour and Expence in making, for want 
of being re#ified in their Nature, Kinds, and Co- 
tours, are in a great Meaſure uſeleſs at home, and 
not fit tor exporting abroad; whereas were ſeveral 
underſtanding and ingenious Merchants, and of ſuch 
this Company ought to conſiſt, to take them un- 
der their Direction; they could without putting 
them to more Labour or Expence, amend and re- 
duce their preſent Goods into ſuch Fabricks, Sort- 
ments, and Colours, as would not only anſwer bet- 
ter the Demands of our own Natives at home, but 
foreign Markets: And they could in the compaſs of 
a few Years, in a manner, altey entirly the wool- 
Jen Manufacture, as it is now carried on in ſeveral 
Branches; ſo as Goods, which are now offen/ive to 
the Eye, conſumptive of too much Wool, and ſo whol- 
ly unfiniſhed that they are not fit for Sale, could be 
rectified, as to their Look, reduced to a proper 
Conſiſtency, and finiſhed equally well with the 
Engliſh. And upon the other Hand, they could 
direct the Manufacturers to lay aſide all uſeleſs 
and unprofitable woollen Goods, which many of 
theſe poor Creatures have been in Uſe to make from 
Father to Son, without reaping any Profit for _ 

alng 


2 4 


7 

Pains, becauſe Fa. know . better, and they 
could introduce in their room other Goods more 

ſaleable, upon which greater Profit do ariſe, and 
which are more adapted to the Demands of ourown 
Natives. Inſtances and Proofs of the abſolute Ne- 
ce/ſity, and Poſſibility of doing this to the incredible 
Advantage of the whole Nation, and the eſtabliſn- 
ing this large and beneficial Manufacture I can- 
not now inſiſt on; they are obvious, and will oc- 
cur to any one who underſtand its preſent Situati- 
on in Scotland: And this Province the Company 
ought to make their chief Buſineſs and Care, and 
without ſuch a Company it is wholly impracticable. 
5thly, The Breadth of woollen Cloths, and of 
other woollen Goods, have, contrary to the Laws 
exiſting, never been as yet adjuſted; inſomuch that 
the private Manufacturers have made them of very 
wiequal Breadths: And every Man, in this eſſen- 
tial Matter, has been allowed to ad as he pleaſed; 
by which means the Manufacturers have not been 
put upon an equal footing; the Lieges at home 
have been moſt horridly impoſed upon; yea, our fine 
Cloths have neither been made all of an equal 
Breadth, nor all of them ſo broad as the — 
To remedy this, all Cloths and other woollen 


Goods which are made by the Direction of this 


Company, ſhould be unalterably fixed by them 
as to their different Breadths; and they ought to 
be examined and ſtamped accordingly by publick 
Appointment, ſo as for the future no Child could in 
this Matter be impoſed upon. | 
6thly, The Manufacturers in this Country have 

laboured under another great Difficulty, which the 
have never been able to remove, nor never will, 
uuleſs this Company take place; a Difficulty which 
| hath 
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hath cruſhed and 1 them all, but more 
eſpecially the poorer ſort, and ſome of theſe who 
are the beſt Makers For many of theſe having 
ſmall Stocks, when ever, for want of proper Dire- 
#ion, they have failed in right Colours or Kinds 
of Goods, and in that Caſe have exhauſted their 
ſmall Stocks in making Things for which they 
could not get immediate Sale, being conſcious of 
their Goodneſs otherwiſe, they would not fell 
them for leſs than they coſt them, their Trade ſtood 


- ſtill, and being of ſuch Spirits in Trade, which the 


beſt Makers generally are, they would not work 
to rich Manufacturers, who wanted to ſubject 
them to be Haves to their own ſelſſh Deſigus. In 
this pitious Caſe theſe poor Men have been obliged 
to allow their Trade to ſtand ſhll, their Servants 
to be idle, and to ſpend their precious Time in ſeek- 
ing Cuſtomers for their Goods to no Purpoſe : 
And ſo by this means this beneficial Manufacture 
has been greatly retarded, not only to the private 
Lois of thoſe who deſerved ſo well of their Coun- 
try, but to the Ruin of the woollen Manufacture 
itſelf. To remedy this fore Evih the Company 
ought to take all and each of them impartially by 
the Hand, and ought to advance them, the Mo- 
ment their Cloths or other woollen Goods are 
produced at the Company's Warehouſe, three 
fourth Parts of the Value in Caſh, the other one 
fourth being neceſſary to retain, in caſe of any 
Fraud or Deceit: And by this Means this Stagna- 
tion will effectually be removed; and a Manufa- 
Eturer who now makes bur 'T'wenty Pieces in the 
Year, will be enabled, by this quick Return, to 
make One hundred, without the Loſs of Time, 

| of 


ot the leaſt HindraGe 2 u to the utmoſt 
Extent this beneficial Manufacture. 

7thly, There are ſeveral Manufacturers again 
who, tho” their Stocks were exhauſted by Cloth 
lying upon hand, and ſo their Trade ſtopt, yet 
they have Friends and Relations who would be 
prevailed upon to afford them Credit, providing 
they ſaw them in ſuch a proſperous way, asto give 
them the probable View of being repaid, which in 
their preſent oppreſſed Circumftances they could 
not expect. And as the Company ought to have 
nothing more at Heart than to promote to the urs 
moſt of their Power the _— of Manufacturers, 
that being abſolutely neceſſary to carry on this 
Deſign, the Company ought, in this Cafe, to be 


ready to lend them Money upon ſufficient Secu- 


rity, they being fully fatisfied by Bail, that they 
are to employ this Money towards extending the 
Manufacture of woollen Goods. This would be a 
Method of promoting in the moſt effectual manner 
their Intereſt, and of raiſing their Fortunes; and 
at the ſame time, when their Friends ſee them ta- 
ken by the Hand, and thus ſupported, they would 
8 grant them all the Aſſiſtance in their 
ower. | 

8:þly, All the Manufacturers in Scotland togs - 
ther will not now make two hundred Pieces of ſu- 
perfine Cloth in the Year, tho' there is a Number 
of them ſufficient to make twenty times that Quan- 
tity, with the Addition of more Servants; upon 
the Profits of theſe two hundred Pieces, the Fa- 
milies of the Maſter Manufacturers are now ſub- 
ſiſted, and the Smallneſs of the Sale obliges them 


to take an exorbitant Profit. | 
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Now as the . of all Trade is to be laid, 
in affording Goods at as low a Rate as poſſible, 10 the 
Price of the Goods of ſuch a great and beneficial 
Manufacture ought eſpecially to be made as low as 
poſſible to the Buyers, ſo as to make every one feel 
that it is not only their Dury bur their Intereſt to 
encourage it: Upon this Principle therefore, which, 
like a Wheel, muſt move the whole, this Manufacture 
can only be ſolidly eſtabliſhed, ſo as to be a Source 
ot Riches to the whole Nation. And if the Gen- 
tlemen promote the Conſumpt to the Extent pro- 
poſed, the Extent of the Sale muſt low the Price 
I 5 per Cent. at leaſt, it not more. The Manufa- 
Eturers at preſent take 25 per Cent. Profit; upon 
buying their Materials in the manner propoled, 
8 per Cent. at leaſt can be ſaved, which makes 33 
per Cent. By the extending the Sale ſo much, and 
buying the Wool ſo low, there may be 20 per Cent. 
ſaved in the Price: For a Manufacturer who now 
ſubſiſts his Family upon making twenty Pieces of 
Cloth at 33 per Cent. and truſts out his Cloths up- 
on twelve Months Credit, it he can fell a hundred 
Pieces for ready Money, tho' he ſhould have but 
8 per Cent. yet makes much more Gain, and that 
with much more Certainty ; and if he is allowed 
Io per Cent. he muſt ſoon grow rich. 
By this it will appear how much the flouriſhing 
of this Manufacture depends upon the general Con- 


ſumpt of the Natives; for this only can enable 


both Manufacturers and Merchants to low the 
Price; and without this be afforded them, Scots 
Cloth cannot be made ſo cheap, as to make this 
Manufacture of great Benefit to the Nation. But 
by the Method laid down, there is a vaſt Con- 

ſumpt 


ſampt to be aſcertained Ms Merchants and Ma- 
nufacturers, by which means they will be encou- 
raged to carry on this Manufacture with Spirit and 
Sncceſs, and be enabled to leſſen the Expence of 
Cloths to all the Nation. Bur without the landed 
Gentlemen, whoſe Intereſt is chiefly promoted, 


vigorouſly unite together in procuring this Con- 


ſumption, it cannot take Effect. 

9:hly, At preſent there is roo juſt Ground for 
Complaint againſt the Goodneſs of Scots Cloth, it 
being made roo much at Random; by this Compa- 
nj's taking Place this will be effectually remedied, 
in regard ſufficient and perfett Manufacturers will 
be introduced into the Country, and thoſe thar 
are already in it will be better inſtructed, and all 
and each of them will be under the Direction of 
this Company, who will make it their Study to 
have every Piece made as perfe# as poſſible, by 
checking thoſe Manufacturers who do not finiſh 
their Cloth perfectly, and by giving the outmoſt 
Encouragement to thoſe who do; and, indeed, 
it is only from Want of Practice, Inſpection and 
Encouragement, that Cloths are not made as well 
in Scotland as in England. 

As this important Manufacture is of ſuch Con- 
ſequence to the landed Intereſt, and of ſuch vaſt 
Importance to the whole Nation, I have endea- 
voured to give my poor Opinion how it can be 
introduced, managed and eſtabiſbed in the Country, 
and, as there is an abſolute Neceſſity for an Union 
amongſt our Gentlemen in promoting it, ſo there 
is the ſame Neceſſity that they ought to take care 
it do not ſuffer by either Merchants or Manufactu- 


rers, which I have endeavoured to prevent, and, 
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at the ſame Time, * of them have all thc En- 
couragement they can deſire. | 

The Merchants have a large and extenſive Field 
of Trade opened to them, which may give Bread 
to thoſe who now are ſo wiſe and honeſt to give 
over the Brandy and Wine Trades; they have cer- 
tain Conſumpt aſcertained them, they can here 
trade with Safety and with Profit; and, it they 
exert their Genius and Parts as a#ively to the In- 
tereſts of their Country as they have done to its 
Deſtruction, they may ſoon enrich themſelves 
without any Risk; and, tho' their Profit be not 
ſo great as they now make, yet, if we conſider 
the ready Payment that is ſecured to them, and 
how abed they can return their Money, their 
Gain muſt be ſo conſiderable as to engage Men of 
Honour and Stock to adventure here. 

As to the Manufacturers, the Plan is laid 
down with a View to encourage them to the out- 
moſt; for hereby ſome expert Clothiers will be 
introduced into the Country, which will be a 
Mean of inſtructing and perfecting the Manufa- 
Qurers which are already in it: All, and each of 
them are to be put upon the ſame impartial Footing; 
Wool, and other original Materials, are to be pro- 
vided them at the moſt eaſy Rate, a vaſt Conſumpt 
is to be ſecured them, ſo that they can eaſily 
make more Advantage than they do now, tho' 
their Goods were ſold 10 per cent. cheaper; rea- 
dy Money is immediately to be advanced them u- 
pon Delivery of their Goods, ſo that they can 
make ten Times more Goods, upon the ſame 
Stock, than they do now; the beſt Advice and 
Direction is to be given them, and they are to be 
led into the moſt beneficial and adyantageous 

Branches 


Branches of Trade* And. Buy, they are to be 
ſupported with the Intereſt and Money of the lead- 
ing Inhabitants of the Country. Theſe are ſuch 
Advantages as no Manufacturers ever enjoyed in 
Scotland, nor any where elſe, for ought I know. 

And the Advantage which will accrue to the 
Manufacture itſelf are no leſs obvious; tor here- 
by this molt beneficial Manufacture is introduced 
and ſettled upon the only ſolid and laſting Foot- 
ing, viz. the united Intereſt of the leading Inhabi- 
rants. 


Several of its unprofitable Branches will be al- 


tered, and the whole of it rectified, ſo that all 


the Goods which ſhall be made will be better a- 


dapted for both home and foreign Conſumpt: A 


Company is to commence, who can procure Con- 


tracts for woollen Goods in other Countries, and 


forward Sale by Exportation ; the Breadth of Cloth 


will be exactly adjuſted, and all former Impoſitions 
of this Kind prevented; the Country will be pro- 
vided in Cloth both better made, ſo that the Repu- 


tation of the Manufacture will be ſecured, and- 


conſiderably cheaper than hitherto. There will 
be a Foundation hereby laid for a Nurſery for 
Numbers of expert Clothiers, Dyers and ather 
Workmen, which may prove 4 Blaſſing to future 
Generations; the Country Pariſhes will be reliev'd 
from the Charge of maintaining any Hands that 
can ſo much as move their Fingers to teaſe or card 
Wool, Idleneſs will be ſuppreſs d, and thouſands 
of Hands employed to the Advantage which are 
now a Deſtruction to the Country; vaſt Sums will 
be ſaved within the Nation, and our common Peo- 
ple, who now cannot buy a Shirt, will be enabled 


through Time to be as great, and a much more 
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certain Market to 4 © Manufactures than 
Englard is now; and as, by the Extent of the 
home Conſumpt of cur Linens, the Price may be 
leſſened, ſo this will occaſion greater Sale for our 
Linens abroad; vaſt Numbers of all Sorts of Ar- 
tificers will get Employment and Bread in mak- 
ing Tools to this Manufacture, and the Iſue of 
all will terminate in raiſing the Value of our Lands, 
and enriching the Tenantry, and in promoting the 
Intereſt of Lawyers, Writers, Surgeons, Sc. who 
muſt have more Buſineſs, and better Payment ac- 
cording as the Number and Wealth of the other 
Inhabitants, who are their Employers, are in- 
creaſed. 
And this whole Deſign is ſo contrived, that it 
cannot miſgive for Want of Conſumpt, nor by a 
Run from England, as the leading Inhabitants are 
bound to ſupport it; and tho' hereby the Manu- 
fafurers receive the greateſt Encouragement, yet 
this is given them in ſuch a Manner, and under 
ſuch Terms, that neither the immediate Manag- 
ers, nor the Gentlemen propoſed to be concerned, 
run the leaſt Hazard ot having their Stock leſſen- 
ed, or their Intereſt undermined by the Manufa- 
Eturers, which hath ever Veen their Fate when 
joined in Company wich ſuch, and has been the 
chief Cauſe of the Ruin of all our Undertakings 
in Scotlaud of this Sort: But, upon this Plan, the 
Company's capital Stock is propoſed to be laid out 
in a Way that abſolutely ſecures it; for there is 
a certain Price to be fixt upon all Goods with the 
Manufacturers, ſo that thoſe concerned run 10 
Risk in the manufacturing at all, nor is the whole 
Value of this Price to be immediately advanced, 
but only three fourth Parts, the other one Fourth 


bes 


being retained to 1 * 3 againft all 
Frauds, and not to be paid till the Sale of the 
Cloths themſelves produce it; and as hereby the 
Money ventured is ſolidly ſecured, ſo the Manu- 
facturers may have Notes of the Company tor the 
remaining one Fourth, which will attord them 
Credit. And, upon the Whole, both they and 
che Merchants muſt be ſenſible, that, providing the 
Payments are ready, and the Conſumpt ſo large, 
they muſt be very great Gainers. 

Some may object that ready Money cannot poſ= 
ſibly be expected for the Cloths; bur, upon this 
Plan, as three Profits will be ſaved in dealing im- 
mediately with the Manufacturers, the Cloth can 
be fold fo lo by this Company, and that with 
Profit, that the Leiges will ſave 1 5 per cent. if not 
more, by advancing prompt Payment, which will 
be a Temptation to every Man, that has any Re- 
gard to his own Intereſt, to buy them. In Eng- 
land the richer Clothiers buy up at Fairs and week- 
ly Markets more Cloths than they make them- 
ſelves, from the poorer Sort, who are tbe fir 
Hands; they again ſend theſe to London to the 
Blackwall-hall Factors, who generally impoſe u- 


pon them exorbitantly; the woollen Drapers buy 


rheir Cloths again trom them, and many of our 
Merchants are provided from the woollen Drap- 
ers. By this Plan we may ſee bow many Profits 
are ſaved, as the Company are to deal immediate- 
ly wich the firſt Hands. 

And, indeed, providing it is thus carried tho- 
rough by the landed Gentlemen, and leading Inha- 
bitants, it cannot mils to introduce this Treaſure, 
and eſtabliſh it in Scotland; whereas, if it be leit 
to Merchauts or Manufacturers, it never will — 
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80 
effectually wth 00 1. left to their Ma- 
nagement, it will ſtill be undermined and ſup- 
preſſed by thoſe Deceits and Obſtructions we have 
mentioned. 

I ſhould now proceed to mention ſome other 
Manufactures proper to be ſertled in Scotland, but 
as the woollen is the moſt large and beneficial Ma- 
nufatFure inthe World: If the Gentlemen introduce 
this on a proper Foundation, it will naturally give 
Riſe and Employment to many others, and will be 
the Source of many other uſeful Trades in Scot- 
land; and therefore, not to confound Gentlemen 
with many Things at once, I chuſe to ſtop here. 

And, to conclude, if landed Gentlemen value 
their Eſtates and Families, if Scotſmen have any 
Concern for Scotland, it thoſe who would appear 
as Patriots are in Truth ſo at the Heart, and by 
this Time are not moved to attend their true In- 
tereſt, if their Spirits are not rouſed as to force 
them to Action as well as Talking, it is a manifeſt 
Proof that our Diſeaſe is inveterate, and that we 
are in a State of Inſen/ibility and Death, and that 
nothing but Contagion and Infection, Ruin and De- 
ſtrufion, can be conveyed from us to Poſterity. 

But I cannot but hope otherwiſe, eſpecially as 
a View of the preſent State of Scotland has a- 
wakned the Attention of the Author, who was 
once, in Truth, as rotten and degenerate, as inſenſi- 
ble and ſtupid, as to the Intereſts of his Country, 
as any Reader can be, and yet who has ventured 
to expoſe ſuch a weak Performance to the Cenſure 
of the Publick, rather as nor give in his Mite tor 


its Intereſts, and who can have no other Reaſon 


for hoping tor Forgiveneſs, but that he has done 
it, as he promiſed, boneſtly and impartially, and, it 


81 
any Reader be onde as Sinking himſelf ſtruck 
at, he can, with Truth, declare, that his Inten- 
tion is neither publick nor private Satire, and that 
the worlt 'Thing he wiſhes any Man in Scotland is 
all the Happineſs which Honour, Honeſty and Indu- 


ry can yield him. 


But, to have done, I acknowledge, that, be- 
fore a Number of common People can be trained 
up to ſpin, card, Sc. to Perfection, ſo as to an- 
ſwer the Demands of this Manufacture, it ex- 
tended to the Length it might be, it will take 
both Time and Labour, yet this, with a /ittle 
Care and proper Management in the different Coun- 
ties, can, in Time, be eaſily brought about. 
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